VILLAGE OF BLACK EARTH PLAN COMMISSION
Tuesday, June 14, 2011 commencing at 6:30 p.m. at the Black Earth Municipal Building at 1210 Mills Street, Black Earth, Wisconsin.

1. Call to Order by Presiding Officer and Confirmation of Quorum Upon Roll Call of Members of the Plan Commission

2. Confirmation of Public Notice and Compliance with Open Meetings Laws
3. Public Comment (no longer than 3 minutes) – None.
4. Discussion/action on a Proposal for a Conditional Use Permit at 1 Horseshoe Lane for a Chicken Coop and Chickens – Discussion by Mrs. Swanson-Carter on the private use of chickens for family and friends.  3 ½ acres of property and the coop will be behind the garage away from the neighbors.  They do not want to have free range chickens.  They would like to have 30 chickens for their use.  They would like to opportunity to eat the chickens when they are no longer egg laying viable and to eat the eggs.
R. Reader – Sees no problem with chickens in the Village with some degree of regulation, his concern is the quantity of chickens.

The Pat Frey memo is related to and given to all of the Planning Commission members.

T. Parrell – Discussion of square footage for the chickens to be housed.

D. Hannon – Discussing a coop for the chickens.

A. Burt – Discussion of how close it would be to the Vermont Branch of the Black Earth Creek.  Asking if the petitioner has raised chickens before.  

R. Reader – Discussion of space needs for outside of the coop, distance from neighbors and slaughtering of chickens.

Discussion of the number of chickens to be allowed.  The Commission is not against a coop and chickens.

Discussion of conditions for an upper limit and not to exceed parameters.

Discussion of a linear amount and a cap.  30 chickens would be too many.

Discussion of predators, coyotes and raccoons as well as the slaughtering process for the chickens.  

Discussion of the size of the lot and the separation from the neighbors.

4 chickens would not be enough for the petitioner.  The lowest limit for chickens would be very difficult to calculate to be worth the effort and cost.  

Discussion of having 12 to 18 chickens with 12 year around and 18 through the summer.  

Discussion of 18 chickens with a 1 year clause to review the amount of chickens.  

Motion To recommend to the Village Board that the conditional use permit be granted for 1 Horseshoe Lane with the following conditions:

1. No Roosters

2. No Slaughtering on the premises

3. Chickens are to be kept within a secure enclosure

4. The shelter is to be secure in order to keep chickens from leaving and to keep them safe from predators

5. The shelter is to not be within 75 feet of neighboring properties

6. The chickens are to be used for personal use, not for sale or profit

7. No more than 18 chickens are allowed at any given time.

8. A review of the situation is to take place in August of 2012 in order to determine if revisions need to be made to the quantity or placement of the chickens.
  Motion carries.
5. Any other information that can be brought before this commission – Dave Hannon submits his resignation to step down from the Planning Commission.  
6. Setting of Next Meeting – July 13, 2011
7. Adjournment of Plan Commission Meeting @ 7:20pm by B. Marty and seconded by T. Parrell.
PROOF OF POSTING:  A copy of the notice was delivered on June 13, 2011 to the following:  News Sickle Arrow (faxed), the official newspaper for the Village, Black Earth Municipal Building (posted), Black Earth State Bank (faxed for posting) and Black Earth Post Office (posted).  

Please Note:  

· It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other government bodies of them municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  

· Upon reasonable notice all reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through appropriate aids and services.  For additional information or to request this service, contact the Municipal Clerk at 608-767-2563, ext 224 or 1210 Mills Street., Black Earth, Wisconsin, or by fax at 608-767-2064.  
· All items on the agenda may result in a recommendation for action to the full Village Board.
Plan Commission Members:  Chair Ryan Reader, Tom Parrell, Pat Frey, Dave Hannon, Andrew Burt, Beth Marty, Justine Myers and Renee Bratton
