VILLAGE OF BLACK EARTH PLAN COMMISSION
Thursday, June 2, 2011 commencing at 6:30 p.m. at the Black Earth Municipal Building at 1210 Mills Street, Black Earth, Wisconsin.

1. Call to Order by Presiding Officer and Confirmation of Quorum Upon Roll Call of Members of the Plan Commission

2. Confirmation of Public Notice and Compliance with Open Meetings Laws – Chairman Ryan Reader has recused himself from the meeting and will hand over the Chair to Dave Hannon.  
3. Discussion/action Regarding the Proposal for the Cell Phone Tower in the Village of Black Earth (public comment added to the meeting; no more than three minutes per person) – Discussion by Robert Stapleton regarding the height of the tower and the RF emission study.  AT&T will reduce the tower height to 175 feet.  Will have the RF study done by an independent company.  Has filed notice with the FAA regarding the height of the tower.  The FAA has ruled that AT&T is complaint with the tower and that no further action is necessary.  Will do an independent real estate study and bring in appraisers at a later time.  Alternate sites are being considered and he is prepared to have other sites, but this site is the primary site.  If there was a second site it would be a litter further south.  They are looking at height issues and having a tower at 225 to 250 feet at the alternative site.  
T. Parrell – Asking if the north tower is in that bad of shape and will it be modified.  Is a new tower in the site planned?
R. Stapleton – No, Verizon is not looking to improve the tower.

A. Burt – The current tower doesn’t fit the current load?  Any assumption that Verizon would like to improve that tower?
R. Stapleton – No it does not, AT&T wants to accommodate the current and future loads.  AT&T can leave the tower and eliminate use for Verizon who can then use that availability, the failure rate is reduced.  

T. Parrell – Is it AT&T and Verizon or is US Cellular on the tower also?  

R. Stapleton – He does not know for sure.

D. Hannon – Does Verizon own the land?

R. Stapleton – Does not know as it is a Verizon issue.
Discussion of lighting of the tower and the FAA study on it.

T. Parrell – Question on the parameters of the FAA study and the RF study.

R. Stapleton – Discussion of the parameters and settings of the tower and using a monopole for the height of the tower.

Questions regarding using the monopole design and the construction of the tower.  Discussion of the size of the platform.

S. Pujanauski – Health risk studies can’t prove one way or another if cell phones are dangerous.  Lists many studies on the subject.  Property values of houses in the nearby neighborhood will be affected.  Discussion of ordinances of the Village of Black Earth and discussion of reasons being against the tower.

E. Ripp – Discussion of voting and recommending to the Village Board.  Discussion of people in the Village that want or do not want the project.  Discussion of zoning laws.

K. Amundson – Waiting to see if the Planning Commission would pass the project in order to move to the subdivision.
J. Sprain – Against the tower, against the location, not the height.  Discussion of alternative locations.  Discussion of property values and the assessor’s opinion.

M. Reindl-Frey – Discussion of monopoles and different designs for the towers.  Not completely against tower and wants to see more work done.  

J. Clough – Opposed to project not a part of the zoning and development.  Other places should be looked at.  Discussion of property values.

J. Myers – Discussion of her comments from the previous meeting regarding the comprehensive plan, not Village ordinances.

P. Frey – Discussion of property values and studies on RF and health.  Discussion of multi state studies on property values and cell phone towers.  

Motion that the Commission deny this and any other conditional use request for the placement of a cell tower or similar structure that exceeds the tree line at Tower Heights Community Park also know as Sunset Valley Outlet Lot #1.  
D. Hannon – Discussion of technological advantages, but there are also health issues, ascetics and property values.  

P. Frey – Discussion on the impact on property values in the new neighborhoods.
J. Myers – Discussion on where the tower should go.  Discussion on the restrictions the Planning Commission asked for.  If it goes outside the Village it will be taller and lighted and can be seen all over.  Discussion on wanting to see the tower go in.

P. Frey and J. Myers – Discussing the issue of alternative sites.

R. Stapleton – Discussing alternative sites outside the Village.  The tower will be taller around 250 feet and a strobe light.  

J. Myers – Discussion of the Dan Com emergency radio system, placement of towers in the area and hooking into the system.  

P. Frey – Discussion of property values and purchasing homes in the future.  

J. Myers – Discussion of tower siting and views.

B. Marty – Discussion of line of site of the tower for the development.

R. Stapleton – Discussion of alternative sites and getting better usage for their users.  The farther away from the corridor, the taller the tower will be and it will be lit. 
4. Discussion/action on the April 20, 2011 Planning Commission Minutes – Motion to approve the minutes based on the request by P. Frey asking to have his questions noted in the minutes, by J. Myers and seconded by P. Frey.  Motion carries. 
5. Any other information that can be brought before this commission – None.
6. Setting of Next Meeting – June 14th at 6:30pm
7. Adjournment of Plan Commission Meeting – Motion by J. Myers and seconded by B. Marty.
PROOF OF POSTING:  A copy of the notice was delivered on May 19, 2011 to the following:  News Sickle Arrow (faxed), the official newspaper for the Village, Black Earth Municipal Building (posted), Black Earth State Bank (faxed for posting) and Black Earth Post Office (posted).  

Please Note:  

· It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other government bodies of them municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  

· Upon reasonable notice all reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through appropriate aids and services.  For additional information or to request this service, contact the Municipal Clerk at 608-767-2563, ext 224 or 1210 Mills Street., Black Earth, Wisconsin, or by fax at 608-767-2064.  
· All items on the agenda may result in a recommendation for action to the full Village Board.
Plan Commission Members:  Chair Ryan Reader, Tom Parrell, Pat Frey, Dave Hannon, Andrew Burt, Beth Marty, Justine Myers and Renee Bratton
