Minutes for Black Earth Public Works and Utility Services Committee

Wednesday, December 14, 2011 at 6:30 p.m., Black Earth Municipal Building, 1210 Mills St 
1. Call to Order by Troy Esser – Senior Committee Member and Roll Call of Members of the Public Works Committee and Confirmation of Quorum – J. Coyle, P. Frey, T. Esser present.
2. Confirmation of Public Notice and Compliance with Open Meetings Laws
3.  Public Comment (3 minutes per person) – None.
4. Consideration/motion/update on Village Welcome Signs by Chamber of Commerce – Discussion of the Chamber of Commerce using funds to upgrade the “Welcome to Black Earth” signs, coming into the village.  Concerns for signs.  The Chamber has a design for the signs.  The Chamber will pay for the project.  The Chamber is asking for a lighting upgrade from the Village.  Tom Parrell describing the design of the signs.  Tom is asking what the relationship between the Village and the Chamber would be on the project.  Discussion of full Village Board participation.  Discussion of maintenance of the signs.  Discussion of the timeline regarding the project.
Motion to recommend to the Village Board that the Village update the “Welcome to Black Earth” signs in conjunction with the Chamber of Commerce of Black Earth by P. Frey and seconded by J. Coyle.  Motion carries. 
5.  Tony Danz, Public Works Supervisor Report – The leaf vac is put away, the box is off and being painted.  The snow blower is picked up and is functional.  Finished jetting sewers for the year.  Put the street sweeper away, cleaned up catch basins and will clean others by hand.  Ready for snow.  Chipper is cleaned up and the blades have been sharpened.  Discussion of terms of employment and think about if or when Public Works retains union membership or not.
6. Consideration/motion/update on PW & US Committee November 2, 2011 meeting minutes – Motion to approve the minutes by T. Esser and seconded by P. Frey.  Motion carries.
7.   Consideration/motion/update on Red Hawk sidewalk connection – Discussion of fixing the Hall driveway at the base of the hill.  Discussion of a possible article in the NSA about the pathway.  
8.   Consideration/motion/update on Paddock Ditch – Discussion of Boehnen doing the work and costs.  Discussion of the timeline for the project.  Discussion of eartagging the amount for next year.
9.   Consideration/motion/update on resident Jeff Spreen chip seal question – Discussion of Troy Esser contacting the owner and having the company next year to take a look to see if it could do anything with the road next year.  Discussion of the history of the issue.
10.   Consideration/motion/update on Brush Chipping Policy – Discussion of chipping brush.  Discussion of the policy.
11. Consideration/motion/update on 2012 Street Project – Discussion of projects to do.  Discussion of costs.  Discussion of borrowing for the project.  Discussion of the grant the Village has and how and when to spend it.
12. Any other informational items to be brought before this committee – Discussion of snowmobile trails and wear and tear on the roads.  Discussion of amount of traffic on the trail.  Discussion of plowing in Red Hawk and now plowing policy overall.  Discussion of the timing of plowing.  Discussion of bus routes being plowed first.  Discussion of plowing Red Hawk first.
        13. Set next public works committee meeting date – January 4th at 6:30pm.
14. Adjournment @ 7:46pm
PROOF OF POSTING:   A copy of the notice was delivered on December  12, 2011 to the following:   by fax to the News Sickle Arrow, the official newspaper for the Village; posted at Black Earth Municipal Building, Black Earth Village Web Page, by fax for posting to the Black Earth State Bank and posted at the Black Earth Post Office. 

Please Note:  

· It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other government bodies of them municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  

· Please note that upon reasonable notice, all reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through appropriate aids and service.  For additional information or to request this service, contact the Municipal Clerk at 608-767-2563 ext 222 or 1210 Mills Street, Black Earth, Wisconsin, or by fax at 608-767-2064.

· This notice may be amended in order to comply with Wisconsin’s Open Meetings law.  If this notice is amended, the final notice will be posted and provided to the media no later than 24 hours prior to the meeting or no later than 2 hours prior to the meeting, in the event of an emergency.

· Items on the agenda may result in a recommendation for action to the full Village Board.

Public Works and Utility Services Committee Members:  James Coyle, Pat Frey and chair Troy Esser 






