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Tax Season is also Scam Season
January 25, 2016 – As tax season approaches, the Dane County Sheriff’s Office wants to alert citizens to the increased potential for fraud.

According to the Fraud Watch Network, as of October of 2015, the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration had received 736,000 complaints about scammers posing as IRS agents attempting to collect back taxes.  Over the last two years, these scammers have stolen at least 23 million dollars from U.S. citizens.  The IRS imposter scam closed 2015 as the most reported scam to the Fraud Watch Network.
The IRS has stressed that they do not call about taxes owed, without first sending written notice by mail.  Legitimate tax payments will always be made to the U.S. Treasury; the IRS does not accept direct payments over the telephone.
For more information on how to avoid being a victim of fraud, visit http://www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/fraud-watch-network/?cmp=RDRCT-FRDWCHNET_SEPT17_013.  There is also an option for receiving “Watchdog Alerts” to stay informed on the latest scams.
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