VILLAGE OF BLACK EARTH - VILLAGE BOARD MEETING

Black Earth Municipal Building, 1210 Mills St.


Wednesday October 7, 2015     6:30 p.m.
MINUTES
1.  Call Public Hearing to Order/Roll Call:  Village Board President Pat Troge called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Those in attendance upon roll call:  Pritchett, Coyle, Miller, Troge, Parrell, Esser, Turk.  Also present: Shellie Benish, Admin/Clerk/Treasurer
2.   Pledge of Allegiance: Recited
3.  Proof of Posting: A copy of the notice was delivered to the following on 10/2/2015 faxed to the News Sickle Arrow, the official newspaper for the Village; posted at the Black Earth Municipal Building and Black Earth Post Office, posted on the Black Earth Web Page (www.blackearthwisconsin.com) and faxed for posting to the State Bank of Cross Plains – Black Earth Branch

4.  Discussion/Action on Resolution 2015-11 Requesting Exemption from County Library Tax.  Pritchett/Esser motioned to approve Resolution 2015-11 Requesting Exemption from County Library Tax.  Motion passes.  
5.  Discussion/Action on Resolution 2015-12 Amending 2015 Village Operating Budget.  Parrell/Esser motioned to approve Resolution 2015-12 Amending 2015 Village Operating Budget.  Motion passes.
6. Discussion/Action on Projects & Programs suggested by Vandewalle on Economic Development.  Parrell/Turk motioned to have Vanderwalle and Associates proceed with option #1: Redevelopment of Former Dealership on Hwy 14.  Motion passes.  

Discussion on prioritizing items from the Vandewalle presentation include – 1. Hwy. 14 former dealership; 2. Premier site by the depot; 3. Relocate municipal PW building – more suitable for commercial development; 4. Relocate & redevelop area of Walt’s Garage; 5. Trail/Pedestrian walk.
7.  Discussion/Action on Operator’s Licenses:
McKenzie, Ann for Black Earth Lanes – 2 year license. Esser/Parrell motioned to approve 2 year Operator’s License for Ann McKenzie.  Motion passes.
Singh Pangli, Jagmit for P & G Gas Co. LLC – 2 year license.  Turk/Parrell motioned to approve 2 year Operator’s License for Jagmit Singh Pangli.  Motion passes with a 6-1 vote.
8.  Committee Reports:
a.  Vanguard Commission (Pat Troge): Last met 9/15/2015. Vanguard Commission and Black Earth         

     Village Board had a joint meeting with closed session; everything else on the agenda was tabled until next 
     meeting.  Next meeting 11/17/2015 at 6:30 pm in Black Earth.  
b.  Black Earth Fire District (Pat Troge): Last met 9/3/2015. Budget approved–no increase; Next meeting 
     11/5/2015 at 6:30 pm.  
c.  Dane-Iowa Wastewater Commission (Troy Esser): Last met 9/17/2015. Paid bills; approved financial 
     reports; no violations for August 2015.  Next meeting 10/15/2015 at 6:30 pm.
d.  EMS Committee (JoAn Turk): Last met 9/16/2015.  Staff review; budget hearing and approval; paid 
     bills; service calls the same as this time last year.  Next meeting 11/12/2015 at 6:30 pm.
e.  Police Committee (James Coyle):  Last met 9/16/2015. Budget discussions-no big changes; Coyle 

     suggested additional part-time police coverage; Trick-or-Treat time set 5:30 pm -7:30 pm; new squad car 
     arrived; Facebook page discussion; Deputy Viney to update businesses emergency contact information. 
     Next meeting 11/18/2015 at 5:30 pm.
f.  Library Committee (Ted Pritchett):  Last met 9/15/2015.  Paid bills; Director’s report.  Next meeting 
    10/20/2015 at 7:00 pm.  
g.  Public Works Committee: (Tom Parrell): Last met 9/21/2015. Budget 2015 review; 2016 workshop; 

     discussed curb painting; discussed streets to be considered with LRIP contract; reviewed documentation  

     of Vanguard’s use of our vehicles.  Next meeting 10/13/2015 at 6:00 pm.
h.  Plan Commission (Tom Parrell):  Did not meet in September and no meetings currently scheduled.  
i.   IT Committee (Troy Esser):  Did not meet in September and no meetings currently scheduled.  
j.  Parks Committee (Troy Esser):  Last met 9/16/2015. Discussed budget and re-organization of accounts; 

    discussed top 10 list with Ripp Meadows being at the top; looking at sign updates; vacant committee seat.     

    Next meeting 10/21/2015 at 6:00 pm.
k.  Economic Development (Ted Pritchett):  Last met 9/30/2015. Discussed Vandewalle’s Open House 
     presentation; vacant committee seat. Next meeting 10/28/2015 at 6:00 pm.  
9.  Clerk Report: 
· Gypsy Moth Suppression Program: DNR has a Cost Share Program for 2015-2016. Application deadline due 11/6/2015.  
· Budget workshop schedule: Needs to be done by October 16th to meet publication deadlines. Budget workshop set for October 15th at 6:00 pm.
· Election Training at SRD Certification:  Wednesday October 14, 2015 in Fitchburg. Esser to watch Village office between 4:00 and 4:30 pm so that both Clerk and Deputy Clerk may attend.
· Village Hall gutter replacement:  Received three gutter bids; little over $2000 left in 2015 budget for the Village Hall; will discuss during Budget Workshop.
· Software update:  Four companies contacted; will discuss during Budget Workshop.
· Garbage survey results: 16% return on survey; majority of residents happy with current service and do not want to change.  Contract with Town & Country to be discussed at Budget Workshop.
· BUILD Grant: Presentation done on September 28, 2015.  Waiting to see if we are awarded that grant.
· Clean Water Loan: Application submitted and waiting for results.  

· Electric Rate Study update: Still ongoing.  
· CDBG: In process of preparing bid package and advertising on Premier location project.
· Sewer Rates: Town & Country assisted the Village previously with the sewer rates.  Wondering if the Board would be interested in having them put together a cash flow projection report for the best rate increase. The Board stated that they are not interested.
· Hillcrest paving: Hillcrest paving has been completed. Horseshoe was overlaid with remaining asphalt and ½ load from Mazomanie.  
10.  Discussion/Action on Village Board minutes: September 1, 2015. Esser/Miller motioned to approve the September 1, 2015 Village Board Minutes.  Motion passes.
11.   Discussion/Action on Village financials: August Treasurer’s Report. Troge/Pritchett motioned to approve the August Treasurer’s Report.  Motion passes.
12.   Discussion/action on Invoices to be paid.  Parrell/Esser motioned to approve the invoices to be paid. Motion passes.
13.   Any Other Business That May Be Brought before the Board on future agendas:  Sewer Rates; Festge Park donation
14.   Meeting Announcements: Village Board Meeting, November 3, 2015 at 6:30 pm and Budget Public Hearing, October 15, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.
15.  Adjournment of Village Board Meeting. Coyle/Pritchett motioned to adjourn the Village Board Meeting at 8:13 pm.  Motion passes.
Respectfully Submitted,

Shellie Benish, WCMC

Admins/Clerk/Treasurer










