PUBLIC HEARING & VILLAGE BOARD MEETING

Black Earth Municipal Building, 1210 Mills St.
Tuesday, November 3rd, 2015     6:00 p.m.
MINUTES
PUBLIC HEARING – 2015 BUDGET
1.  Call Public Hearing to Order/Roll Call:  In the absence of Village President, Pat Troge, Village Administrator-Clerk/Treasurer Shellie Benish called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  Coyle/Pritchett nominated Troy Esser as Acting Chair.  Motion passes.  Those in attendance upon roll call:  Pritchett, Coyle, Miller, Parrell, Esser, Turk.  
2. Pledge of Allegiance: Recited
3. Proof of Posting: A copy of the notice was delivered to the following on 10/30/2015 faxed to the News Sickle Arrow, the official newspaper for the Village; posted at the Black Earth Municipal Building and Black Earth Post Office, posted on the Black Earth Web Page (www.blackearthwisconsin.com) and faxed for posting to the State Bank of Cross Plains – Black Earth Branch

4. Public Hearing regarding the 2016 budget for the Village of Black Earth:  Benish gave budget update.  No one from the public spoke.  
5. Adjournment of Public Hearing:  Parrell/ Miller motioned to adjourn the Public Hearing at 6:31 p.m. Motion passes.
VILLAGE BOARD MEETING– 6:30 pm
1.  Call Public Hearing to Order/Roll Call:  Acting Chair, Troy Esser called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.  Those in attendance upon roll call:  Pritchett, Coyle, Miller, Parrell, Esser, Turk. Troge: absent.  Also present: Shellie Benish, Clerk/Treasurer
2. Pledge of Allegiance: Recited at Public Hearing meeting
3. Proof of Posting: A copy of the notice was delivered to the following on 10/30/2015 faxed to the News Sickle Arrow, the official newspaper for the Village; posted at the Black Earth Municipal Building and Black Earth Post Office, posted on the Black Earth Web Page (www.blackearthwisconsin.com) and faxed for posting to the State Bank of Cross Plains – Black Earth Branch.
4. Discussion/Motion regarding the adoption of the 2016 budget:  Esser/Parrell motioned to approve the 2016 budget as presented.  Motion passes.
5. Discussion/Motion on Resolution #2015-10 approving the BUILD grant and matching funds: 
      Pritchett/Miller motioned to approve Resolution #2015-10 approving the BUILD grant and matching funds.  
     Motion passes.
6. Discussion/Motion on Village Sewer rate increase:  Heavy discussion on rate increase.  Turk/Miller motioned to increase the sewer rate by 5%, effective 1/1/2016 with a review of this increase to be done July 2016.  Motion passes.
7. Discussion/action on Committee Reports:
a. Vanguard Commission (Walt Miller):  No meeting last month.  Board interested in a discussion on the Village’s involvement with Vanguard.  
b. Black Earth Fire District (Troy Esser):  No meeting last month.  Next meeting November 5, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at the Fire Station.
c. Dane-Iowa Wastewater Commission (Troy Esser):  Last meeting October 15, 2015.  Paid bills; True-up with Cardinal; no violations.  Next meeting November 19, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at Dane–Iowa Wastewater.
d. EMS Committee Report (JoAn Turk):  Next meeting November 12, 2015 at 6:30 p.m.
e. Police Committee Report (James Coyle):  Next meeting November 18, 2015 at 5:30 p.m.
f. Library Committee Report (Ted Pritchett):  Last meeting October 20, 2015.  Paid bills; discussed upcoming budget; Director’s report; building addition discussed.  Next meeting November 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
g. Public Works Committee Report (Tom Parrell):  Last meeting October 13, 2015.  Curb painting needs; monthly work order report; reviewed budget; DNR report.  Next meeting November 16, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.  
h. Plan Commission Report (Tom Parrell):  No meeting last month.  Next meeting November 23, 2015 at 6:00 p.m. 
i. Parks Committee Report (Troy Esser):  Last meeting October 21, 2015. Met with MSA to discuss services and grants that are available.  CORP (Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan) needs to be updated; open seat on committee still available.  Next meeting November 18, 2015 at 6:00 p.m.
j. Economic Development Committee Report (Ted Pritchett):  No meeting last month.  No meeting scheduled at this time. 
8. Clerk Report: 
· LRIP Grant:  Recent changes in Legislature has removed the requirement on sidewalk/curb & gutter which means the Village can look at substituting previous grant funds for East Street to another project.  Applied for new LRIP grant naming Center Street as the site location for the 2016-2017 cycle.  Selection committee will meet November 12, 2015.  All grant applicants must attend or lose funding opportunity. 
· Tax roll process:  All delinquent utility customers were notified.  At the time of notification there was 82 delinquent accounts.  Currently there are all only 28.   
· Rate Study progress:  About finished with outstanding items.  PSC requiring additional information.   They are considering a delay on our rate case and possible new test data.  Our software issues are causing a “pause” on the PSC end.  
· Schmidt- Shoe Box request:  Letter submitted by the Shoebox was turned over to insurance for a claim.
· Safe Water Drinking Loan update:  Village qualified for $145,000 grant in the 2016 cycle.  This means we could start the Center Street project in 2016 versus 2017.  Will want to discuss this more at the December 2015 meeting.  At that time we should also know how we ranked for the Clean Water Loan for this project as well.  
· Garbage Contract:  7 year contract with Town & Country Sanitation, with no changes in the rate for the next 5 years.
9. Discussion/Action Treasurer’s Reports September, 2015:  Parrell/Coyle motioned to approve the September 2015 Treasurer’s Report.  Motion passes.   

10. Discussion/information/action regarding Village Board minutes:

a. Special Village Board Meeting of Sept. 15, 2015:  Parrell/Esser motioned to approve the minutes from the Special Village Board Meeting of September 15, 2015.  Motion passes.  
b. Special Village Board Meeting of Sept. 28, 2015:  Coyle/Turk motioned to approve the minutes from the Special Village Board Meeting of September 28, 2015.  Motion passes.  
c. Village Board Meeting of October 7, 2015:  Miller/Coyle motioned to approve the minutes from the Village Board Meeting of October 7, 2015.  Motion passes.
d. Village Board Budget Workshop Meeting of October 15, 2015:  Esser/Parrell motioned to approve the minutes from the Village Board Budget Workshop Meeting of October 15, 2015.  Motion passes.
11. Discussion/action on Invoices to be paid:  Regarding Middleton Ford invoice-need to find a new place; Regarding Vandewalle invoice-wait on paying additional invoice until the job is complete.  Regarding True Green invoice- need to get new bids for next season.  Parrell/Coyle motioned to approve the Invoices to be paid.  Motion passes.
12. Any Other Business That May Be Brought before the Board on future agendas:  Economic Development- Hwy. 14 property; Poll worker designation.
13. Meeting Announcements: Village Board Meeting, December 1, 2015 at 6:30 p.m.
14. Adjournment of Village Board Meeting:  Coyle/Miller motioned to adjourn Village Board meeting at 7:46 p.m.  Motion passes.
Respectfully Submitted
Shellie Benish, WCMC

Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer










