VILLAGE OF BLACK EARTH - VILLAGE BOARD MEETING

Black Earth Municipal Building, 1210 Mills St.


Tuesday, March 1, 2016   6:30 p.m.
MINUTES
1.  Call Meeting to Order/Roll Call:  Village Board President Pat Troge called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm.  Those in attendance upon roll call:  Pritchett, Coyle, Troge, Parrell, Esser, Turk.  Walt Miller – absent.  Quorum present.  Also present: Shellie Benish, Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer.  
2. Pledge of Allegiance: Recited
3. Proof of Posting: A copy of the notice was delivered to the following on 2/26/2016 faxed to the News Sickle Arrow, the official newspaper for the Village; posted at the Black Earth Municipal Building and Black Earth Post Office, posted on the Black Earth Web Page (www.blackearthwisconsin.com) and faxed for posting to the State Bank of Cross Plains – Black Earth Branch.
4.  Introductions for Dane County Supervisor: Nikole Jones, John Brixy.  Nicole Jones, from the Town of Cross Plains, introduced herself.  She is the current Dane County Supervisor and is running for re-election.  John Brixy is from the Town of Blue Mounds.  
Parrell/Esser motioned to move agenda items #5 thru #7, further down the agenda, to go in-between agenda items #12 and # 13.  Motion passes.
5.  Consideration/motion to enter into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stats. 19.85(1) (c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. (PW position).  Troge/Esser motioned to enter into closed session at 7:09 p.m.  Roll call vote:  Turk, Esser, Parrell, Troge, Coyle, Pritchett.  Motion passes unanimously.
6.  Consideration/motion to arise from closed session:  Parrell/Esser motioned to arise from closed session at 7:45 p.m.  Motion passes.

7.  Consideration/motion on action from closed session:  Public Works Laborer resigned.  Coyle/Pritchett motioned to hire a Public Works Supervisor in his place.  Roll call vote: Turk-no, Esser-no, Parrell-no, Troge-no, Coyle-yes, Pritchett-yes.  Motion fails.  Troge/Turk motions to hire only a Public Works laborer.  Roll call vote:  Pritchett-no, Coyle-no, Troge-yes, Parrell-yes, Esser-yes, Turk-yes.  Motion passes with majority vote.
8.  Discussion/motion on Center St. Project Items:  
a. Construction Administration on Center St. to Town & Country Engineering:  Board discussed whether the construction administration should be done by Town & Country Engineering, by the Village Public Works Department or be outsourced to someone else.  
At this time, Village President Pat Troge allowed Pat Frey, 401 Red Hawk Ct, to speak regarding the Center Street project:  Mr. Frey feels that the Village is moving too fast on this project.  He feels that the village residents have enough on their plate and that costs are too high.  He would like the Board to reconsider doing the project at this time. 
Troge/Parrell motioned to table consideration for the Construction Administration on the Center Street project until the project has been sent out for bid and Brian Berquist can be present.  Motion passes.  
b. Water rate increase to Public Service Commission (Ehler’s Contract):  Parrell/Esser motioned to table the Water rate increase to offset water cost associated with Center Street until there is a better understanding of the timeline of the bid process.  Motion passes.
At this time, Village President Pat Troge, allowed Pat Frey, 401 Red Hawk Ct., to speak:  Mr. Frey voiced his concerns regarding the School Boards recent discussion about relocating the Black Earth Elementary school.  

9.  Discussion/Motion on Resolution #2016-03 Borrowing $600,000 from Bank of Prairie du Sac for Purchase of property located at Hwy. 14. (Frey Holdings LLC):  Parrell/Turk motioned to approve Resolution #2016-03 Borrowing $600,000 from Bank of Prairie du Sac with interest rate at 2.25% with no down payment for the Purchase of property located at Hwy. 14.  Five ‘yes’ votes.  One ‘no’ vote by James Coyle.  Motion passes by majority vote.
10.  Discussion/Motion on Economic Development Implementation Management from Vandewalle: Esser voiced concerns about accountability.  Troge/Parrell motioned to table consideration on the Economic Development Implementation Management from Vandewalle until the April meeting when Vandewalle can be present.  Motion passes. 
11.  Discussion/Motion on Ordinance #07-01-2015 Chicken Keeping in the Village of Black Earth:  Coyle requested that this Ordinance be revisited should there be a problem with coyotes, etc. becoming a public nuisance.  Esser/Parrell motioned to approve Ordinance #07-01-2015 Chicken Keeping in the Village of Black Earth.  Motion passes.
12.  Discussion/Motion on Ordinance#07-02-2015 Bee Keeping in the Village of Black Earth:  Esser/Coyle motioned to approve Ordinance #07-02-2015 Bee Keeping in the Village of Black Earth.  Motion passes.  
13.  Discussion/Motion on Street Use Applications:

a. Party in the Park, May 6, 2016.  5-8 pm - Wis. Heights PTO – Nicole Kartman, Agent (Park St.):  Esser/Parrell motioned to approve the Street Use Application for Party in the Park on May 6, 2016.  Motion passes.  
b. Horrible Hilly Hundreds, June 18, 2016, 9:30 am–12:15 pm – Abbey VanValkenburg, Agent (map):  Turk/Esser motioned to approve the Street Use Application for Horrible Hilly Hundreds on June 18, 2016.  Motion passes. 
14.  Discussion/action on Committee Reports:
a. Vanguard Commission (Pat Troge):  Last met February 16, 2016.  The temporary superintendent discussed ideas and future planning projects; bids for an audit; discussion about 2015 budget overages; forming a three member search committee for a replacement permanent superintendent.  Next meeting March 15, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. in Black Earth.
b. Black Earth Fire District (Pat Troge):  Did not meet last month.  Next meeting March 3, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.
c. Dane-Iowa Wastewater Commission (Troy Esser): Last met February 18, 2016.  Cleaning up of internal paperwork; paid bills; approved financial statements; no discharge violations for January.  Next meeting March 17, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.
d. EMS Committee Report (JoAn Turk):  Did not meet last month.  Next meeting March 10, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. 
e. Police Committee Report (James Coyle):  Did not meet last month.  Next meeting March 16, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
f. Library Committee Report (Ted Pritchett):  Last met February 16, 2016.  Paid bills; director’s report given; reviews being done; adopted Black Earth library by-laws.  Next meeting March 15, 2016 at 7:00 p.m.
g. Public Works Committee Report (Tom Parrell):  Last met February 22, 2016.  Review of work orders will now be limited to ones that are more specific to the Public Works and not the work orders that are final meter reads; Center Street project discussed; quarterly performance reviews; curb painting quote.  Next meeting March 21, 2016 at 5:30 p.m.
h. Plan Commission Report (Tom Parrell):  Did not meet last month.  No meeting scheduled at this time.
i. Parks Committee Report (Troy Esser):  Last met February 22, 2016.  Reviewed the updated CORP up to the five-year plan; discussed Ripp Meadows; quotes on park equipment; park signs ordered; Jerry Barsness has retired as ball field maintainer and will need to be replaced; maintenance items on the ball field.  Next meeting March 23, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.
j. Economic Development Committee Report (Ted Pritchett):  Last met February 24, 2016.  Appointment of citizen member, Aaron Carlock; presentation from Vanderwalle and Associates; discussed CDBG Grant; discussed financing for the Frey property.  Next meeting March 30, 2016 at 6:00 p.m.
15.  Administrator/Clerk Report Updates: Audit, Grants, PSC items

a. Audit:  Fieldwork completed last week.  Everything going very well.  Nothing unusual noted during fieldwork.  They may need to return for ½ day, but uncertain if that will be necessary at this time.  Met with Don and Heather to go over some Vanguard book changes needed for the annual PSC reporting process.  Internal Control Process is underway.  Village Board will see changes with regards to the bills.  Process manual draft form should be ready for the board to review within a month.
b. Grants:  BUILD Grant - Applied for partial reimbursement payment.  Final payment request cannot be done until the draft is presented to the BUILD Committee; CDBG Grant – Waiting for Ken to pull roof specs for the bid package; Stewardship Grant is available for the parks.  Deadlines on May 1st.  Will apply for it if there is an interest in it.
c. PSC items:  Billing Audit – Adjustments nearing completion.  Calculation of interest amount due is the final step.  Rate Study – Pulling updated info to resubmit.
d. Center Street:  Meeting scheduled for March 9, 2016 with the DNR.
16.  Discussion/Action Treasurer’s Reports January, 2016:  Troge/Pritchett motioned to approve the January 2016 Treasurer’s Report.  Five ‘yes’ votes.  One ‘no’ vote by James Coyle.  Motion passes by majority vote.
17.  Discussion/information/action regarding Village Board minutes:

a. Village Board Meeting February 4, 2016:  Troge/Parrell motioned to approve the February 4, 2016 Village Board Minutes.  Five ‘yes’ votes. Esser abstained.  Motion passes by majority vote.  
18.  Discussion/action on Invoices to be paid:  Esser/Parrell motioned to approve the Invoices to be paid as presented.  Motion passes.   

19.  Any Other Business That May Be Brought before the Board on future agendas:  Employee reviews; Ordinance updates with regard to FEMA’s floodplain map changes.
20.  Meeting Announcements: Village Board Meeting, April 7, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.
21.  Adjournment of Village Board Meeting:  Esser/Pritchett motion to adjourn the Village Board meeting at 8:54 p.m.  Motion passes.
Respectfully Submitted
Shellie Benish, WCMC

Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer









