



VILLAGE OF BLACK EARTH PLAN COMMISSION
Wednesday, April 20, 2011 commencing at 6:30 p.m. at the Black Earth Municipal Building at 1210 Mills Street, Black Earth, Wisconsin.

1. Call to Order by Presiding Officer and Confirmation of Quorum Upon Roll Call of Members of the Plan Commission – at this time Ryan Reader the Chair of the Planning Commission recused himself from the Planning Commission meeting and gave the Chair to Dave Hannon to carry out the meeting.  
2. Confirmation of Public Notice and Compliance with Open Meetings Laws
3. Cell Phone Tower Proposal by Robert Stapleton of National Wireless Ventures, LLC. – Discussion by Mr. Stapleton regarding wireless phones becoming a device, not just a phone.  Communicating data, computers and other usages for the wireless phone.  Discussion on the nature of the wireless business.  Discussion of the best service available to be provided to customers and the site north of the Village cannot handle the new upgrades and data loads that are planned.  Discussion of adding antennas, lines and capacity to the new tower as well as future uses and data capacity of the new tower.  Discussion of the location of the tower and parameters (government public property, universities, etc.) used in selecting sites.  Discussion of the community benefit, better services, emergency government and site rental.  Discussion of the ideal location for AT&T and good business decisions.  Discussion of the site, tower structure, lighting, height of the tower and noise.  Discussion of the overview of the area, pictures of the tower from points in the Village.  Discussion of a Conditional Use Permit for the placement for the tower.  Discussion of the stipulations necessary in order for granting of permission for the tower.  Discussion of ownership of the tower by AT&T, the term of or lease of the tower for 25 years total with 5 year terms renewed.  Discussion of lighting requirements automatic at 200 feet due to the Federal regulations.  Discussion of an airspace study the FAA would do, AT&T has done their own study and the FAA study will be given to the Village.  Discussion of maintenance of the site, no Village responsibility for the site which can be written into the agreement.  Discussion of the fenced in area of the site.  Discussion of the build time for the site (3 weeks), drilling of shafts, the building itself, stacking of the tower, services to the tower, shelter and site.  Discussion of fiber services, electrical and meters.  Discussion of additional carriers and process for it.  Discussion of the role of the Village, AT&T would need to come to the Village for a permit, revenue sharing is calculated.  Discussion of all of the oversight and process that is involved with placing a tower.  Discussion of storage in the facility, operating radios, radio lay out, connection to fiber and electrical service, battery back up and generator support.  Discussion of testing of generators, alarms, fire suppression devices in building.  
4. Open Public Hearing on the Proposal for the Cell Phone Tower in the Village of Black Earth – Public Input on the Proposal – 
· Jeff Sprain  3209 Stephanie Court – He is in direct line of site for the tower, it would lower his property value, the original tower placed at Community Park, Middleton places lights on the cell phone tower at the football field.

· Eric Ripp  4901 Page Lane – He is in direct line of site, land owners and citizens are against the project.  It is not appropriate for the area, income loss due to lower property taxes.  Lighting issues are vague.  AT&T will be the only service on the tower, but it could have other uses.  There are general assurances and he wants things in writing as well as plans for alternative sites.  
· Dan Heffron 2000 Prairie Street, Prairie du Sac – He realizes that this could be seen as Not In My Back Yard, it is not economically feasible.  It would lower real estate taxes and revenue.  It is ascetically pleasing to protect the hilltops and nature.  There are cost sharing formulas for duplex condos which could be right next to the tower.  He suggests hiring an independent consultant to assess the economic situation.  

· Josh Carter  3045 Handel Street – The tower will be directly visible from his house and the school is not a good site.  Mr. Stapleton needs to find a third or fourth site because this site would lower property values.  

· Tom Ripp  Hwy KP – He is opposed to the site, it is in the line of site.  The light issue concerns him and AT&T is a tenant on the tower north of town.  If it is not structurally available, other option should be available.  He has concerns with leases and the removal of equipment when the tower can no longer function.  
· Susan Olson 1403 Hillside Road – There are radio frequency issues to health concerns.

· Robert Stapleton, presenter - AT&T uses the federal study of radio frequency in environmental health studies.  We are receiving more emissions from radios, microwaves and ambient RF than from cell phone towers.

· Charlene Coyle 1623 East Street – Not opposed to the tower.  Technology is moving forward.  No matter where this tower is placed it will be in someone’s view, what difference does it make.  There are issues for GPS for public safety.

· Sandra Pujanauski 2043 Stephanie Ct. – Their property touches the park and will be able to see the tower in their line of site.  They are concerned about lighting issues after the tower has been built.  They wouldn’t have bought the house if they could see the tower.  Green space is being used and a footprint is added to the area as well as the health issues from the equipment.  

· Nathan Cavenaugh 3029 Valley Street – He can see the proposed tower from his house and has questions regarding the revenue from the tower and the technology on the tower.  He has questions regarding ice build up on the tower, insurance issues, wind conditions and who will build the towers.  He also has issues with property value loss, compensation for that loss and issues brought up regarding GPS. 

· Robert Stapleton, presenter – AT&T will bring in fiber to the site, but won’t bring it to the rest of the Village.  There are no substantiated reports that show revenue loss or property loss for residents.

· Jackie Falk 1325 Thorson Drive – There is a low reception of service, poor service is the reason lots are not selling.  The hill site is much better than the Community Park site and the school.  It is not an eyesore, the village needs it.  

· John Falk 1325 Thorson Drive – If there is an eyesore it is a tower versus condos and buildings on the hill.  The community is behind the technological curve.

· Scott Hall 1018 Nicole Ct. – Questions on the tower north of town.  Is the equipment structure viable?  Will there be additional antennas and what is the appearance of the tower with additional carriers?  

· Robert Stapleton, presenter – The new tower will be designed to handle the increased load of data and customer demand.

· Tom Ripp Hwy KP – The height of the tower at the school/park what would it be?

· Robert Stapleton, presenter – 220 feet or more.

· David Hannon – Will the Verizon tower be obsolete also?

· Eric Ripp 4901 Page Lane – What about the Verizon tower outside the Village?  What is the rent for AT&T and Verizon?  What are the money decisions?

· Robert Stapleton, presenter – The topography is a problem and doesn’t meet AT&T standards and the rent issue is confidential between the two companies.  

· Tom Ripp Hwy KP – What about the new radio system for Dane County Emergency Management?  Will they build new towers or use existing ones.  Is this tower correcting ball cell reception to Mt. Horeb and to Sauk City?  

· Robert Stapleton, presenter – This tower is improving coverage and all of our competitors are doing it also.  

· Jeff Sprain 3209 Stephanie Ct. – Who has the ownership of the tower and what will happen if it is torn down in 25 years?  What are the yearly rent amounts?       
5. Close Public Hearing on the Proposal for the Cell Phone Tower in the Village of Black Earth
6. Discussion/action Regarding the Proposal for the Cell Phone Tower in the Village of Black Earth – Discussion of coming to the Village for the Village property first.  Discussion of a search ring and sites that have potential.  Discussion of a timeline for tower construction.  Discussion of studies and checklists to be done and the timetable to start once approval is given.  Discussion of property values of the two new developments.  Discussion of Village ordinances 310-2, 310-78 (1 – C), 295-3.  Discussion of the comprehensive plan, economic development, tower issues and line of site issues.  Discussion of property values, not convinced technological advances drive sales of homes.  Discussion of alternative sites and height of tower.
Motion to table this issue until the stipulations of; study reducing the height of the tower, finding alternate locations, the FAA flight study, AT&T finding an outside engineering company to do an environmental study of the site and the Planning Commission receiving an assessment of the cell phone tower and its impact on property values by the Village Assessor is presented to the Planning Commission by the next meeting.  Motion by J. Myers, seconded by B. Marty.  Motion carries 4 to 1 with P. Frey voting in the negative.     
7. Discussion/action on the November 8, 2010 Planning Commission Minutes – Motion to approve the November 8, 2010 minutes by B. Marty, seconded by J. Myers.  Motion carries.
8. Any other information that can be brought before this commission – None.
9. Setting of Next Meeting – May 24, 2011 at 6:30pm.
10. Adjournment of Plan Commission Meeting at 8:45 pm by J. Myers, seconded by R. Bratton.
PROOF OF POSTING:  A copy of the notice was delivered on March 29, 2011 to the following:  News Sickle Arrow (faxed), the official newspaper for the Village, Black Earth Municipal Building (posted), Black Earth State Bank (faxed for posting) and Black Earth Post Office (posted).  

Please Note:  

· It is possible that members of and possibly a quorum of members of other government bodies of them municipality may be in attendance at the above stated meeting to gather information.  No action will be taken by any governmental body at the above stated meeting other than the governmental body specifically referred to above in this notice.  

· Upon reasonable notice all reasonable efforts will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals with disabilities through appropriate aids and services.  For additional information or to request this service, contact the Municipal Clerk at 608-767-2563, ext 224 or 1210 Mills Street., Black Earth, Wisconsin, or by fax at 608-767-2064.  
· All items on the agenda may result in a recommendation for action to the full Village Board.
Plan Commission Members:  Chair Ryan Reader, Renee Bratton, Pat Frey, Dave Hannon, and Beth Marty and Justine Myers
