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Are you registered to Vote???
The Spring Primary and Spring Elections
are right around the corner. If you are
not sure if you are registered to vote,
but you would like to vote in this year’s
elections, please visit
www.myvote.wi.gov, or call the Village
Office at 608-767-2563.

Property Tax Bills
First installments, or payments in full
can be made in the Village Office
through January 31st. After January 31st
all payments must be made directly to
the Dane County Treasurer.

Dog and Cat Licensing
2026 dog and cat license tags are now
available. Dogs and cats living in the
Village of Black Earth are required to be
licensed through Dane County. Please
bring a copy of an up-to-date rabies
certificate for licensing purposes.

Important Contact Information
608-767-2563 Village Main Number
608-257-4285 Pellitteri Waste Systems
608-767-2063 Public Works Department
608-843-0428 Public Works After-Hours
Emergency Line
e Report water main breaks, sewer backups, or
other emergencies
608-767-2561 Vanguard Electric
608-235-7737 Vanguard Electric After-Hours
Emergency Line
e Report an electrical outage, downed lines, or
other electric emergencies

**Report streetlight outages at
vanguardelectric.org**

Village and Library Closures:

January 1st - Closed
January 19th - Closed

Christmas Tree Pickup

Real trees may be disposed of at the
local compost pile on the north end of
the public works shop, or placed trunk-
end-out on the curb for pickup by the
public works crew Monday through
Friday. All trees must be 100% un-
decorated, and taken out of their stands.
If you have any questions about pickup,
please feel free to call 608-767-2563.

Snow Reminders:

Please do not plow/shovel/dump any
snow onto Village owned entities -
sidewalk/streets/alleys/etc.

All snow and ice must be cleared
from all public walkways within 24
hours from the end of the snowfall.
All vehicles must be moved off of the
streets within 12 hours of the end of
a snowfall with 1 inch or more of
accumulation.

Please remember NOT to place trash
and recycling cans in the gutter way
on pick-up day. They either need to
be placed in the green space
between the curb and the sidewalk,
or in the opening of driveways.

PAGE 1




BLACK EARTH NEWS - LIBRARY CORNER
Garden Club / Seed Library
Thank you to those who have expressed interest in the Garden
Club! We are still looking for individuals to share their
expertise or ideas for this spring and summer.

Spice of the Month Club
Each month we will be providing “take-and-make” kits featuring
a different spice, herb, or blend. Each kit will include
information about the featured spice, two simple recipe
suggestions and enough spice to make both of the recipes
included. The kits are free, but supplies are limited. Please, only
one kit per household. For January we’ll be offering allspice.

January Activity Grab Bags for Kids
A new bag containing activity sheets, stickers and a craft will be
available starting January 2. Stop by the library or call 608-767-
4905 to have a bag set aside.

Winter Early Literacy Play Dates
Tuesdays, January 6,13, 20,27 / 11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

We’re taking a short break from storytime, but you can still
come to the library and play! Meet up with friends, play with
toys, read some books, and just hang out. Our weekly themes

will include construction, ice cream, veterinarian, and groceries.
Learn, grow, explore, and play at the library!

Tech Time
Wednesdays, January 7, 14, 21,28 / 12:00-1:00 p.m.
It’s time to get all those questions you have about your phone,
tablet, computer or other device answered! A staff member will
be available to troubleshoot and tackle your problems, so
technology works with you, not against. You may call ahead to
schedule a timeslot or just drop in,

Home School Hangout: Fun with Perler Beads
Thursday, January 8 from 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.
Homeschooling families are welcome to join us at the library for
Homeschool Hangout! Each month will feature a fun activity for

the whole family.

BYOB Club
Mondays, January 12, 26 from 1:00 -2:00 pm
Join us to discuss what you are reading! No assigned books, just
read what you like, share your thoughts with others, and add
more titles and authors to your “To Be Read” list.

Save the Date for Trivia Night!
Saturday, January 31, at Base Camp Café. Doors at 6:30
p.m. Trivia starts at 7:00 pm.

Registration is will open January 2, at the Black Earth or
Mazomanie libraries! The cost is $15/person in advance, or you
can register at the door for $20/person. Teams may also pay
$110 in advance which will be a savings for teams with 8 - 10
people. Maximum team size is 10 people, and individuals can be
assigned to teams. Base Camp Café will provide a light supper,
and a cash bar will be available with beer, wine & soda. Water
will also be provided. In addition to bragging rights, there will be
prize certificates for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place teams. A team picture
will be published in the Times Tribune, as well as with
Mazomanie and Black Earth Newsletters. All fundraising
proceeds are shared between the two Friends groups, and the
funds directly benefit the Black Earth and Mazomanie libraries.

Adult Take & Make
Grab your craft bag while they last! A special treat for the birds is
waiting.

JANUARY 2026
Crafty Adults
Wednesday, January 14 from 1:00 -2:00 p.m.
To celebrate the snows of winter, we’ll create snowflake
display for your door or wall.
Book Discussion
Wednesday, January 14 at 10:30 a.m.
Join us for a discussion of the novel Animal Farm by George
Orwell. Copies of the book, including large print and audio
copies, are available at the library.
The Repurposed Library
Thursday, January 15 from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Discover a new use for an old book, learn a new technique and
have some fun with others in the community! This month make
a Literary Luminary to brighten your room.

Teen Advisory Board Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, January 20 from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Students in grades 6-12 are invited to join us at our next Teen
Advisory Board Meeting. We’ll be playing games, planning teen
programs, and eating snacks! New members are always

welcome.

Weekly Trivia
The library will be posting weekly trivia questions to test your
random literary knowledge! You’re playing for chocolate!

Let's Hygge
Saturday, January 24 from 10:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.
Join us for a soul-soothing workshop that invites you to slow
down, savor the moment, and discover the Danish art of hygge
(pronounced "hoo-gah"). Rooted in simplicity, comfort, and
connection, hygge is all about creating a warm atmosphere
and enjoying the small things in life. During this workshop,
you'll learn how to bring hygge into your everyday routine
through cozy rituals, mindful practices, and simple home
comforts. Think candlelight, soft blankets, warm drinks, and
meaningful conversation. Whether you're seeking balance,
self-care, or just a little more joy, this workshop will leave you
feeling nourished, relaxed, and inspired to create your own
cozy sanctuary!
Tiny Art Show
January 2 - January 31
Show-off your artistic talent on a 4”x4 “ canvas!Use any
medium you like-paint, yarn, crayons etc. Stop at the library
for your tiny canvas (after Christmas, please), create your
masterpiece, and bring it back for us to display. All ages are
invited to participate! Let your creativity free! Artistic
accolades are one tiny canvas away!
Join the Library Expansion Committee
The Black Earth Public Library is forming a Library Expansion
Committee to help guide our expansion project to provide a
new modern and accessible space for our community. We are
seeking passionate and committed volunteers to contribute
their skills and vision to this important effort. If you are
interested in joining us, please send an email to Carla Huston
at chuston@blackearthlibrary.org. Thank you!
New Book Clubs
Interested in a book club? Stop at the library and let us know
what you’re looking for - mystery, romantasy, historical..we
are happy to help organize a group of like-minded readers. Or,
join us on the second and fourth Mondays for the Bring Your
Own Book Club! Read whatever you like and share your
thoughts with others. PAGE"2




