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Village of Black Earth

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING
1210 Mills St., Black Earth, WI 53515

W Tuesday, February 6, 2024 | 6:00 p.m.

Minutes

Call to Order/Roll Call President Moyer called the meeting to order at 6:00pm. Upon roll call present:
Terry Moyer, Pam Louis-Reind|, James Coyle, Tyler Munson, Scott Patchin, Mitch Hodson, and
Sarah Morrow — via Zoom. Also present: PWD Matt Kahl, Library Director Bailey Anderson, Clerk
Dani Fields.
Pledge of Allegiance Recited.
Proof of Posting: Read aloud.
Public Comment

a. Bill Brosius present, stated he is from Cross Plains and is running for Dane County Board.
Discussion/Action: Approval of Meeting Minutes from January 10, 2024
Patchin/Coyle motion to approve as presented. Tyler abstained from voting.
Presentation/Discussion from Craig Gerlach, Interim Wisconsin Heights School District
Administrator Regarding the 2024-2025 School Year Operational Referendum

a. Craig Gerlach presented information on April referendum. Efforts to educate public and

spread information prior to April vote. Several education sessions planned.
Discussion/Action: Cooperative Agreement Between Capital Area Regional Planning Commission
and the Village of Black Earth for Black Earth Creek Watershed Monitoring Activities
Louis-Reindl/Hodson motion to approve signing of agreement. Motion carried 6-1, Coyle opposed.
Discussion/Action: Library Week Proclamation
Louis-Reindl/Munson motion to approve as presented. Motion carried unanimously.
Discussion/Action: CSM Approval — 1607 Blue Mounds St
Hodson/Coyle motion to approve CSM. Motion carried unanimously.
Discussion/Action: Invoices to be Paid
Louis-Reindl/Hodson motion to approve invoices as presented, plus the Gateway to the Driftless
funding request. Motion carried unanimously.

a. Discussion on recycling dumpster fee increase. Fields to check with Pellitteri regarding
dumpster pricing.

Reports:

a. Vanguard Commission (Patchin) looking for new superintendent. Down to final candidates.
Monday will have full commission approval, will be full-time, not remote. Looking to purchase
structure work, will fit substation. Alliant retiring and selling at a discount out of Platteville.

b. Electrical Superintendent Report (Dilley) Absent

c. Black Earth Fire District (Moyer) New rep for town of Berry — David Evert joined. 2023 had
highest number of calls in recent years. Leak in tender 6, looking for grants. Reviewed
driveways for rural driveway access.

d. Clerk/Treasurer & Financial Reports (Fields) Reports presented. Discussed meter reading,
estimated meter reads, newsletter. Crime policy increased to $500k with no increase to
premium. Plan Commission meeting coming soon. New hire Dani Eastman is fitting in well,
great start so far. Poll worker training upcoming.

e. Dane-lowa Wastewater Commission (Coyle) Hired Travis Mitchell as new operator. Going
well.

f. Economic Development Committee (Louis-Reindl) Munson chaired. Discussed visitor center
and trail entry, path extension between BE and Wolf Run Trail. Reviewed maps, easements.

g. Emergency Management (Munson) Worked on updating emergency management plan.
Determined org chart.

h. EMS Committee (Louis-Reindl) Hiring committee asked for change of direction. Hiring
committee decided for an interim director Camden Parman. Working on changing ems
structure. Sharing one director. March 14 next.

i. Gateway to the Driftless (Munson) Discussion with MADREP to help drive economic growth
in Black Earth area. Looking to get new officers.

j. Library Board (Morrow) Deferred to Anderson




k. Library Director Report (Anderson) Had fundraising feasibility study meeting. Working with Mt
Horeb Pharmacy for blood pressure clinics, increase awareness of heart health.

I.  President’'s Report (Moyer) Welcomed Dani Eastman to the office. Attended Sauk Prairie
focus group forum on community health programming needs. Attending building Wisconsin
Communities 2024 Ehlers seminar in dells.

m. Public Works Committee (Patchin) PW did a great job plowing snow. Deferred to PWD Kabhl.

Public Works Director Report (Kahl). Vanguard working with school for solar project. Street

light at corner of Thorson Drive, was decided to review again when street projects happen in

future. Well #2 finally running, has been a long project. Due to age, trouble finding correct

parts, needed to be deconstructed and reconstructed over again. Munson did research on

DOT TEA grant, none of projects qualify right now. Working on getting quotes for stormwater

ditching project in Ripp. Town and Country gave updates on funding for road projects, no

grant money awarded at this time except for LRIP, approx. $32k. Looking to work with Town

and Country for GIS mapping. Getting PW signed up for training. Water main break last week

on Spring Street. Project wrapped up in 4 hours. Radio repeater went in for repairs. Split cost
between Vanguard, PW, BE Fire. Working on ballfield.

0. Parks Committee (Hodson) TBD

p. Police Committee (Morrow) Has not met, next meeting Tuesday March 12 at 530.

12. Motion to enter into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stats. 19.85(1)(e), Deliberating or negotiating the
purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public
business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session. (Cell Tower Lease
Negotiations; Sale of Mills St parcel 107/0806-264-2831-5; acquisition of Webb St parcels 107/0806-
264-8653-9, 107/0806-262-9845-7) (Roll call vote) Coyle/Hodson motion to enter into closed session.
The notice was read aloud. The motion carried unanimously and entered into closed session at 7:23pm.

13. Motion to arise from Closed Session and reconvene in Open Session
Patchin/Coyle motion to arise from closed session. Motion carried unanimously. Arose from closed
session at 8:18pm.

14. Discussion/Action on Closed Session items
Hodson/Morrow motion to pursue tower payout as discussed in closed session. Motion carried
unanimously.

Louis-Reindl/Munson motion to pursue purchase of Webb St parcels as discussed in closed
session. Motion carried 5-2 with Coyle and Morrow dissenting.

15. Any other business that may be brought before the board on future agendas

a. GO Borrowing

16. Setting of the Next Village Board Meeting: March 5, 2024, Plan Commission: February 20, 2024

17. Adjournment
Hodson/Patchin motion to adjourn. Motion carried unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:23pm.
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Minutes prepared by Dani Fields, Clerk/Treasurer



