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Winter Yard Waste
As a reminder, the public works
department does not do regular brush
chipping during the winter months. If you
have been doing some yard work with the
snow-less weather we have had, please
reach out to public works director Matt
Kahl (608-767-2063) regarding where to
dispose of yard waste.
2026 Dog and Cat Tags

You must present a valid certificate of
rabies vaccination with your application. If
you do not have the record, call your vet
and they can email or fax the record to us
directly. Fees for spayed/neutered dogs
and cats is $20, and $30 for un-spayed/un-
neutered dogs and cats.

Adopt a “Welcome” Sign or Flower Pots
The Village is looking for a few individuals
or a group to help with planting and
maintenance of our welcome signs to the
Village, and our flower pots along Mills St.
One Welcome sign is on Highway 14 and
the other sign is on Highway 78. If you
have interest in helping out, please reach
out to the Village Office for details!
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Pellitteri and Utility Rates

For the residents that live in the Village of
Black Earth and have trash serviced by
Pellitteri, due to the contract costs and
landfill rates increasing, you will notice
that the refuse charge has increased to
$16.75 per month from now until the end
of the year. Water and Sewer service rates
have also increased according to their
respective rate cases, see more
information on the attached “rate sheet”.
Utility rates will take effect on the billing
that will be sent out in March. Please feel
free to call the Village Office with any
questions regarding rate changes - 608-
767-2563.

Village Forms or Calendars
Looking for calendars of trash, or brush
collection? Looking to reserve one of the
parks in the Village of Black Earth for a
gathering? Visit the Village webiste at
www.blackearthwisconsin.com in the
forms, permits and calendars sections, or
call the office.

Are you Ready to Vote?

Is Your Voter Registration Current? Are You Planning to Vote Absentee?
There will be a Primary Election on Tuesday February 17th. Polls will be open 7am-8pm
on the day of the election. The last day you may request an absentee ballot by mail will
be February 12th. You must update your registration each time you move to a new
address or have a name change. Verify your registration and make any necessary
updates online at www.myvote.wi.gov . Taking a couple of minutes to check NOW can
save you a lot of time on election day!

You can request your absentee ballots online at www.myvote.wi.gov . You can choose
to submit your request for an absentee ballot for a single election or the whole calendar
year right online. You must be registered to vote before requesting an absentee ballot.

PAGE 1



BLACK EARTH NEWS

Library Hours
Monday - Thursday: 9:30am - 7pm
Friday: 9:30am - 5pm
Saturday: 10:00am - 2pm
Sunday: CLOSED

Library Closure
The library will be closing early on Friday, February 13 for staff
training. Our open hours will be from 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.

The Repurposed Library
Thursday, February 12 from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Discover a new use for an old book, learn a new technique and
have some fun with others in the community! This month
transform a bookend from “blah” to “brilliant” with the help of an
old book.

New Book Clubs
Saturday, February 14 at 11:00 am

We’'re interested in forming one or two new book clubs that meet
monthly or bimonthly. Is anyone else thinking about joining one?
There are so many good books that beg for discussion! If you
would like to learn more or want to share your thoughts join me
at the library! Or, join us on the second and fourth Mondays for
the Bring Your Own Book Club! Read whatever you like and share
your thoughts with others.

Tween and Teen Board Games
Monday, February 16 from 2:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Students in grades 4-12 are welcome to join us at the library to
play fun board games with friends. We’ll provide classic games
like Life, Sorry, and Uno.

Memory Café
Friday, February 20 from 10:30 am - 11:30 am
A new idea to help serve and support those in our community
who are experiencing or caring for someone with dementia. This
is intended to be a social time with snacks and activities for
caregivers and their loved ones. Unfortunately, we cannot provide
trained support care or services.

Self-Love Saturday
Saturday, Feb 28 /9 am to 12 p.m. at the Grove ih Mazomanie.
This is a morning-long event at the Grove in Mazomanie. Stop by
the Black Earth Library and other businesses for activities and
information.

Weekly Trivia
The library will be posting weekly trivia questions to test your
random literary knowledge! You’'re playing for chocolate!

Join the Library Expansion Committee: Shape the Future
of Our Community!

The Black Earth Public Library is forming a Library Expansion
Committee to help guide our expansion project to provide a new
modern and accessible space for our community. We are seeking
passionate and committed volunteers to contribute their skills
and vision to this important effort. If you are interested in joining
us, please send an email to Carla Huston at
chuston@blackearthlibrary.org. Thank you!

Garden Club / Seed Library
The library is hoping to start a seed library..we need your help!lf
you have seeds you would like to share with others, bring them to
the library, and we will start organizing them for Spring planting.
In cooperation with the Garden Club, we are also tentatively
planning to host a Spring Plant Swap. Share your thoughts on
these ideas!

Tentatively planned for March
Have old craft supplies that are cluttering up your house? Bits and
pieces of projects you know you won't complete? Or need to
clean out supplies so you can start that new hobby? Gather them
together for a Swap! More information will be coming.

FEBRUARY 2026

Winter Reading Challenge - Armchair Traveler
January 2 - March 27

Readers can pick up their winter reading challenge log at the

front desk, and read as many books set in different European
countries as possible. The winner will receive the award of "Best-
Traveled Reader" as well as a $20 gas card. Each country may only

be counted once. In case of a tie, there will be a drawing to
determine the winner. Need help finding a book? Just ask us!

Spice of the Month Kits
Each month we will be providing "take-and-make" kits featuring a
different spice, herb, or blend. Each kit will include information
about the featured spice, two simple recipe suggestions, and
enough spice to make both of the recipes included. For February
we’ll be offering paprika.

Adult Take & Make
Fun and easy, these bags will be available February 2. Grab your
craft bag while they last!

Find the Cupcake
Starting Monday, February 2, come by the library to find a hidden
picture of the cupcake in the children’s area. When you find the
cupcake each week in February, come to the circulation desk for
a treat!

February Activity Grab Bags for Kids
A new bag containing activity sheets, stickers, and a craft will be
available starting Monday, February 2. Stop by the library to get a
bag or call 608-767-4905 to have a bag set aside.

Storytime
Tuesdays, February 3, 10 from 11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Join us for stories, songs, and fun activities with friends! Best for
babies and toddlers, but the whole family is always welcome.

Toddler Art
Tuesdays, February 3, 10 from 12:00 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Come create, explore, and play at the library! Our art experiments
for little hands are designed to encourage curiosity and build
motor skills. Enjoy the process and come dressed for a mess.

Tech Time
Wednesdays, February 4, 11, 18, 25 from 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.
It’s time to get all those questions you have about your phone,
tablet, computer or other device answered! A staff member will
be available to troubleshoot and tackle your problems, so
technology works with you, not against. You may call ahead to
schedule a timeslot or just drop in.

BYOB Club
Mondays, February 9, 23 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 pm
Join us to discuss what you are reading! No assigned books, just
read what you like, share your thoughts with others, and add
more titles and authors to your “To Be Read” list. This is a very
low-key and relaxing time to just talk books!

Book Discussion
Wednesday, February 11 at 10:30 a.m.

Join us for a discussion of the novel North Woods by Daniel
Mason. Copies of the book are available at the library. Please be
patient, audio copies are in very high demand and may be slower
in arriving at the library.

Craft & Create
Wednesday, February 11 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Just in time for Valentine’s Day, we will be making Puzzle Piece
Hearts. Make one for someone special! On your own this year? Not
a problem, think of your mom, sister, best friend, other loved one

or even a beloved pet!_

Homeschool Hangout: Perler Beads
Thursday, February 12 from 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Homeschooling families are welcome to join us at the library for
Homeschool Hangout! Each month will feature a fun activity for
the whole family.
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