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Utility Disconnections Begin in April
The annual winter moratorium ends on
April 15. All past-due amounts must be

paid by this date or your service will be

disconnected. If you are behind on your
utility bills, now is the time to contact
the Wisconsin Home Energy Assistance
Program (WHEAP) to see if you qualify for
energy assistance before disconnection
occurs and additional reconnection fees
apply. Call 1-800-506-5596 or \visit
www.energybenefit.wi.gov for more
information. Call the office to discuss
your options or to receive contacts
information for other utility assistance
entities.

Village-Wide Rummage Sales
The village office does not coordinate
rummage sales. Previously, residents
have held their sales the weekend of the
Black Earth Historical Society sale. It is
scheduled this year for April 16 & 17.

Utility Rates

Water and Sewer service rates have
increased according to their respective
rate cases, see more information on the
village website at -
www.blackearthwisconsin.com. Please
feel free to call the village office with any
qguestions regarding rate changes - 608-
767-2563.
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Are you registered to Vote?

The Spring Election is on Tuesday April 7,
2026. If you are not sure, or you know you
have not registered to vote, please visit
myvote.wi.gov or stop by the village
office for assistance in registering. If you
will be out of town or otherwise unable
to make the election on April 7'", please
visit myvote.wigov to submit an
absentee application, or stop by the
office for assistance. IN-PERSON absenee
voting begins on March 24™. Valid proof
of identification is required to vote in the
early, in-person period.

BRUSH COLLECTION

BEGINS March 2nd and will run the lst,
3rd, and 5th Monday of the month,
weather permitting. The brush collection
calendar is available online at
www.blackearthwisconsin.com or stop by
the village office to pick up a copy if
you’'d prefer. This does not include pickup
of yard waste, or leaves. All yard waste
other than brush should be disposed in
the designated area at 712 Blue Mounds
Street.

Snow Reminders:

e Please do not plow/shovel/dump any snow onto Village owned entities -

sidewalk/streets/alleys/etc.

e All snow and ice must be cleared from all public walkways within 24 hours from the

end of the snowfall.

e All vehicles must be moved off of the streets within 12 hours of the end of a snowfall

with 1 inch or more of accumulation.

All violations are subject to fines.

**Please caution children when digging tunnels into snowbanks. As crews are cleaning
up the streets tunnels may not be visible to the drivers which could result in injuries.
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Tuesday Storytime
March 3,10, 17, 24, 31 | 11:30am-12p.m.
Join us for stories, songs, and fun activities with friends!
Best for babies and toddlers, but the whole family is
always welcome.

Tuesday Toddler Art
March 3,10, 17, 24, 31 from 12:00 - 12:30pm
Come create, explore, and play at the library! Our art
experiments for little hands are designed to encourage
curiosity and build motor skills. Enjoy the process and
come dressed for a mess.

March Activity Grab Bags for Kids
A new bag containing activity sheets, stickers, and a craft
will be available starting Monday March 2nd. Stop by the
library or call 608-767-4905 to have a bag set aside.

Homeschool Hangout: Button Maker
Thursday, March 12 from12 - 2 PM
Homeschooling families are welcome to join us at the library for
Homeschool Hangout! Each month will feature a fun activity for
the whole family. This month we’ll be making pin back buttons
using art supplies and old magazines.

Adult Take & Make
Fun and easy, these bags will be available March 2. Grab
your craft bag while they last!

Tech Time
Wednesdays, March 4,11, 18, 25 from 12 - 1pm
It's time to get all those questions you have about your phone,
tablet, computer or other device answered! A staff member will
be available to troubleshoot and tackle your problems, so
technology works with you, not against. You may call ahead to
schedule a timeslot or just drop in.

Craft & Create
Wednesday, March 11 from1-2pm
Hop into spring with a cozy and creative craft! Join us at the
library to make your own adorable Easter Sock Bunny using
simple materials. No sewing required—just creativity and fun. All
supplies provided.

Tax Preparation with AARP
Friday, March 13 from 11a.m. - 4p.m.
Struggling with your 2025 taxes, or need some professional help?
Tax preparation experts from AARP will be at the library to
complete your taxes for you. Appointments are required, and you
will need to provide your pertinent tax information. Contact the
library for more information and to schedule an appointment.

The Repurposed Library
Thursday, March 19 from 6 - 7PM
Discover a new use for an old book, learn a new technique and
have some fun with others in the community! In this easy craft
workshop, we’ll paint the page edges of withdrawn library books
to create unique decorative pieces. No experience needed — just
come ready to have fun!

Spring Break Bingo Cards
Friday, March 20 - Monday, March 30
Stop by the library to pick up a Spring Break Bingo Card.
Complete 3 squares in a row and win a small prize. Complete all
Bingo squares and receive an entry into a drawing to win a pass
to the Black Earth Children’s Museum! Best for ages birth through
grade 5.

Bar Hop
Monday, March 30 from 2 -6 p.m.
Dazzle the Black Earth Library staff and patrons with your baking
expertise! This challenge is for everyone, just bring your best
effort at a sweet bar treat (baked goods, not cocktails!) and let
the public decide who is the champ. More information will be
available at the library.

Big hews for LINKcat users!
This spring, South Central Library System libraries (including
ours!) are rolling out a new system behind the scenes—bringing
improved features, stronger security, and new ways to manage
your library account in one place!Stay tuned for more information
about the exciting changes, planned outages, and more coming
in April.
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Spring Break Programs
Mon/Tues 12:30-2PM with the Police

Department, Wed-Fri 1-3PM with the Library
Mon, March 23rd: Bingo
Tues, March 24th: Free Bowling at Black Earth
Lanes
Wed, March 25th: Perler Beads (all ages)
Thurs, March 26th: Teen/Tween Candy Crafts (best
for ages grade 4-12)
Fri, March 27th: LEGO Club (all ages)

Friends of the Black Earth Library Meeting
Wednesday March 19th at 4pm.
Village Meeting Room
Join the Friends of the Black Earth Public Library at their March
meeting. The meeting’'s agenda will be available on our website.
Community members are always welcome.

Teen Advisory Board Monthly Meeting
Monday, March 23 from 2-3pm
Students in grades 6-12 are invited to join us at our next Teen
Advisory Board Meeting. This month we’ll have a Button Maker
available! Join us for planning teen programs, eating snacks, and
creating your own pin back buttons! New members are always
welcome.

Spice of the Month Club

The library is now offering the "Spice of the Month Club.” Each
month we will be providing "take-and-make" kits featuring a
different spice, herb, or blend. Each kit will include information
about the featured spice, two simple recipe suggestions, and
enough spice to make both of the recipes included. The kits are
free, but supplies are limited. Please, only one kit per household.
For March, we’ll be offering lavender.

Join the Library Expansion Committee: Shape the Future
of Our Community!

The Black Earth Public Library is forming a Library Expansion
Committee to help guide our expansion project to provide a new
modern and accessible space for our community. We are seeking
passionate and committed volunteers to contribute their skills
and vision to this important effort. If you are interested in joining
us, please send an email to Carla Huston at
chuston@blackearthlibrary.org. Thank you!

Garden Club / Seed Library
The Garden Club will begin meeting soon! Everyone is welcome,
and your input is appreciated. Stay tuned for new activities and
start date.

Book Discussion
Wednesday, March 18 at 10:30 a.m.
Join us for a discussion of the novel Caleb’s Crossing by Geraldine
Brooks. Copies of the book, including large print and audio
copies, are available at the library.

New Book Clubs
Saturday, March 14 at 11:00 a.m.
We're interested in forming one or two new book clubs that meet
monthly or bimonthly. If you would like to learn more or want to
share your thoughts join me at the library! Or, join us on the
second and fourth Mondays for the Bring Your Own Book Club!
Read whatever you like and share your thoughts with others.

BYOB Club
Mondays, March 9, 23 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 pm
Join us to discuss what you are reading! No assigned books, just
read what you like, share your thoughts with others, and add
more titles and authors to your “To Be Read” list. This is a very
low-key and relaxing time to just talk books!

Winter Reading Challenge - Armchair Traveler
January 2 - March 27
Readers can pick up their winter reading challenge log at the
front desk, and read as many books set in different European
countries as possible. The winner will receive the award of "Best-
Traveled Reader" as well as a $20 gas card. Each country may only
be counted once. In case of a tie, there will be a drawing to
determine the winner. Need help finding a book? Just ask us!
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