
Summer Fun In The Village!
Things to look forward to in the community

this spring/summer:
Concerts in the Park: Bring the whole family for a
great variety of concerts at Veterans Park on
Tuesday evenings. Meals are available for purchase,
or bring a picnic for you and your family. Concerts
begin mid-June and go through the end of July.
Keep your eyes open for more details to come! Free
for the whole family; donations are appreciated to
keep the music happening. 
Black Earth Bombers Baseball:  Support our local
home talent baseball team and have some summer
baseball fun! Home games are played at the Jerry
Barsness Field located within Community Park.
Keep an eye on their Facebook page for a schedule
of their games.
Black Earth Field Days:  The BEvents Committee is
looking for volunteers to help organize the Black
Earth Field Days event. If you are interested in
helping plan and organize, please reach out
through the BEvents Facebook page for details.
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BE Historical Society Rummage Sale
Support the local Historical Society's annual
rummage sale at 1022 Blue Mounds St, and tour
their wonderful Depot Museum. The annual
rummage sale is Thurs & Fri, April 16  and 17 . th th

Utility Disconnections Begin in April
The annual winter moratorium ends on April 15. All
past-due amounts must be paid by this date or your
service will be disconnected. If you are behind on
your utility bills, please contact the Wisconsin
Home Energy Assistance Program (WHEAP) to see if
you qualify for energy assistance before
disconnection occurs and additional reconnection
fees apply. Call 1-800-506-5596 or visit
www.energybenefit.wi.gov for more information.  
You may also be eligible to enter into a payment
agreement with the utility to avoid disconnection.
Call the office to discuss your options. 
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BEFD Annual Pancake Breakfast
The Black Earth Fire Department will be hosting its
annual pancake breakfast on Sunday, April 12th.
Serving and seating will open at 8:00 AM and end
at 11:00 AM. The firemen will be offering firetruck
rides around the village. 

Brush Collection
Village brush collection has started and will take
place the first, third, and fifth Monday of every
month, weather permitting. Calendars are available
on the Village website or in the municipal building.
Please do not place yard waste or leaves at the curb
for pick up. All yard wastes other than brush must
be disposed of at the public composting area near
the Public Works shop. Call Public Works at 608-
767-2063 with questions about brush pickup.

Please Check Your Mailbox
Just a reminder to check your mailbox stability after
the freezing and thawing of the ground. Mailboxes
are maintained by the property owners, not the
Village, Township or the Post Office.  For rules and
regulations on mailbox placement, height, etc.
please visit
https://www.usps.com/manage/mailboxes.htm

Coffee with a Cop - Free & Open to All!
Thursday, April 9, 9am-11am | Village Hall

A new speaker every month. Join your community
members for free coffee, snacks, and good
conversation. 

Electronics Recycling Events
Have old, broken, outdated electronics at your
house that are just taking up space?? Here’s your
opportunity to get rid of them, the Village of Cross
Plains and Village of Mount Horeb are both having
recycling events. Please view full details:
https://recyclethatstuff.com/recycling-events/
regarding locations, times, and cost. For questions
regarding items not on the price list, please call:
(608) 244-5451.

Village of Cross Plains - Saturday, April 4th
Village of Mount Horeb - Saturday, April 25th

Spring Election - Tuesday, April 7, 2026
The 2026 Spring Election will be held on
Tuesday, April 7, 2026. Polls will be open from
7:00 AM - 8:00 PM. You will need a valid photo
ID to vote on election day. If you’ve lived in the
village for 21+ days but you’re not registered,
you can stop by the Village Office during
business hours to register, or register in the
office prior to voting. To register you will need
proof of residence. For examples of photo ID
and proof of residence, please visit
elections.wi.gov/voters.
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 A new version of LINKcat will become available on Friday, April 17. From Sunday, April 12 at 5:00 p.m.

through Thursday, April 16, LINKcat and the LINKcat mobile app will be unavailable. During this offline
period, the Black Earth Library will remain open during our normal hours with limited services available. A

library card will be required for checkout. 

Library staff will be unable to check in items beginning on April 12. We ask that all materials are either
returned by Saturday, April 11 or that you hold on to your library materials until after April 16. All due dates

on library items will be extended to ensure minimal impact for users.
 

Some things will change when the system becomes available. All patrons will need to login online using
their birthday (MMDD). This password can then be reset once logged in. LINKcat checkout history will not

immediately show up, but will come online at a later date for those who have opted to save their checkout
history. Additional information (including detailed instructions) will be available in printed materials at

libraries and online at https://help.linkcat.info. 

From BEPL Director: This transition to a new ILS will take some adjusting for staff. Please be patient while we learn the
steps to completing transactions that we previously had mastered! It may take a little longer to checkout and/or
request items, but we still hope to provide great customer service to everyone who visits. Thank you – Carla

Spice of the Month Kits
Each month we will be providing "take-and-make" kits
featuring a different spice, herb, or blend. Each kit will

include information about the featured spice, two
simple recipe suggestions, and enough spice to make

both of the recipes included. For April we’ll be offering
saffron.

Adult Take & Make
Fun and easy, these bags will be available April 1. Grab

your craft bag while they last!
April Activity Grab Bags for Kids

A new bag containing activity sheets, stickers, and a
craft will be available starting Wednesday, April 1. Stop
by the library to get a bag or call 608-767-4905 to have

a bag set aside. 

Tech Time
Wednesdays, April 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 from 12 – 1 p.m.

It’s time to get all those questions you have about
your phone, tablet, computer or other device
answered! A staff member will be available to

troubleshoot and tackle your problems. You may
call ahead to schedule a timeslot or just drop in.

Garden Club 
Thursday, April 9 at 6:00 p.m. 

The Garden Club will have its first meeting of the year
at Veteran’s Park. Everyone is welcome, and your input
is appreciated. Help plan a great Garden Club season!

Craft & Create
Wednesday, April 8 from 1 – 2 p.m.

Try your hand at weaving a simple (or complex)
design worthy of your wall! 

Homeschool Hangout: Spring Crafts
Thursday, April 9 from 12 – 2pm

Homeschooling families are welcome to join us at the
library for Homeschool Hangout! Each month will

feature a fun activity for the whole family. BYOB Club
Mondays, April 13, 27 from 1 – 2pm

Join us to discuss what you are reading! No assigned
books, just read what you like, share your thoughts

with others, and add more titles and authors to your
“To Be Read” list.

Storytime 
Tues, April 14, 21, 28 & May 5 / 11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Join us for stories, songs, and fun activities with friends!
Best for babies and toddlers, but the whole family is

always welcome.
Toddler Art 

Tues, April 14, 21, 28 & May 5 from 12-12:30 p.m.
Come create, explore, and play at the library! Our art

experiments for little hands are designed to encourage
curiosity and build motor skills. Enjoy the process and

come dressed for a mess.

Friends of the Black Earth Library Book Sale 
Thurs, April 16 and Fri, April 17 from 9am – 3pm
The Friends of the Black Earth Public Library are

having their annual book sale! Come shop for
hundreds of gently used books, movies, music, and

more. All proceeds benefit the library. 
Craft Supply Swap

April 23 & 24 (drop-off on April 22)
Have old craft supplies that are cluttering up your

house? Or need to clean out supplies so you can
start that new hobby? Gather them together for a

Swap! Items can be dropped at the library ON April
22; the swap will be on April 23 and 24.

The Repurposed Library
Thursday, April 23 from 6 – 7 p.m.

Discover a new use for an old book, learn a new
technique and have some fun with others in the

community! Fold bookpages into a vase, ready for a
spring bouquet. 

Book Discussion 
Wednesday, April 29 at 10:30 a.m.

Join us for a discussion of the novel The All-Girl
Filling Station’s Last Reunion by Fannie Flagg.

Copies of the book, including large print and audio
copies, are available at the library

Early Release Day: Wii Games
Wednesday, April 29 from 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.

Join us on your Early Release day from school for Wii
Games at the library. Meet up with friends to play

Mario Kart and Wii Sports. Fun for all ages!

Early Release Day: Wii Games
Wednesday, April 29 from 12:30 – 2:30 p.m.

Join us on your Early Release day from school for Wii
Games at the library. Meet up with friends to play

Mario Kart and Wii Sports. Fun for all ages!

Seed Library
The library will continue to accept seeds and share

them with the community. Drop them off anytime at
the circulation desk. Please note information about the

seeds if they are not commercially packaged.
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