
Black Earth Public Works & Utilities Committee
Monday, January 27th, 2020, 6:00 p.m.
Location: Village Meeting Room, 1210 Mills St., Black Earth, WI 53515
MINUTES
1. Call to Order. Chair Tom Parrell called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m.
2. Roll Call of Members of the Public Works Committee and Confirmation of Quorum. Troy Esser, Ted Pritchett, Tom Parrell. Also, in attendance Shellie Benish, Administrator and Brian Schultz, Director of Public Works. Confirmed Quorum. Confirmation of Public Notice and Compliance with Open Meetings Laws.  Duly noticed. PROOF OF POSTING:   A copy of the notice was delivered on January 22nd, 2020, to the following: 
a. by fax to the Star News; 
b. posted at Black Earth Municipal Building, 
c. Black Earth Village Web Page, 
d. by fax for posting to the State Bank of Cross Plains Black Earth branch
e. Posted at the Black Earth Post Office. 
3. Public Comment (3 minutes per person).   None
4. Discussion/Action regarding the December 16th, 2019, Meeting Minutes. Pritchett/Esser Motion to approve 12/16/2019 minutes, with the correction of Pat Troge’s name. Approved.
5. Discussion/Action on 2020 budget. Shellie reviewed 2019 & 2020, but no action needed at this time.
6. Discussion/Action on Light Poles hit for replacement. Brian discussed the two lights hit; they will be hard to replace. Lydia is looking for comparable replacements for the lights. Replacement cost will be around the same amount as the new park lights. Shellie added a resident had inquired to not having one of the lights replaced.  Esser/Pritchett motioned to replace poles & move the item to V.B. for approval. Approved.
7. Discussion/Action on Black Earth Elementary items:
a. Bus Lane and plowing. The School’s contractor plows before the village plows. This causes the bus lane to get pushed back in when the village plows. We can try to replow for them, but there is not a guaranteed time because the streets have to come first. 
b. Handicap marking. On the North end, there is signage but not paint. Nick from Town & County stated that the signage is what is required. No cut out for handicap van. (no cut out anywhere in the village). The spot will be painted in 2020. Could the handicap spot be moved closer to the ADA sidewalk? Is there a handicap in the parking lot to accommodate?
8. Discussion/Action on Community Park project updates. The Park should be completed by June 15th; Fencing should be done in a few weeks. April 2nd, the ball fields will be ready for use.
I-n-I discussion; Dane Iowa will be sending a letter to the village regarding inflow and infiltration. Can Town & County propose a cost to do a study, or would the Public Works pop manholes at 2 a.m.? Check Dane Iowa 
Wastewater bills, Ask Brian at the plant about pump numbers and meter ages? How do we measure improvements? The water table is still high.
a. Old Concession stand progress: Need to fill holes, light changes (Vanguard). The entrance will be thru old bathroom doors and a spigot below the water bubbler.
9. Discussion/Action on Public Works Director items: 
a. Vehicle & Equipment Updates - 
b. Project plan updates – Water main break on Hillview. 
c. Staff Updates – Application received; Training w/vanguard. CPR/First aid training being scheduled.
d. General Items for Brian. – Shoebox sidewalk for saftety walk and  snow plowing existing sidewalk.
10. Consideration/motion to enter into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stats. 19.85(1) (c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation, or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. ( P.W. Director evaluation) (Roll call vote) Esser/Pritchett motion to enter into closed session. Roll call. Approved
11. Consideration/motion to arise from the closed session - 7:18 p.m. Pritchett/Esser motion to arise from closed session.  Approved.
12. Consideration/motion on the action from closed session. – Pritchett/Parrell motion as discussed in closed session. Approved
13. Other items for future agenda discussions. Follow-up on School Parking, INI, & Baseball field maintenance cost. 
14. Set the next public works committee meeting date — February 17th at 6 p.m.
15. Adjournment. Esser/Pritchett motion to adjourn at 7:21 p.m. Appproved. 
Respectfully Submitted,

Gena Levenhagen

Deputy Clerk

Public Works and Utility Services Committee Members:  Tom Parrell, Troy Esser, Ted Pritchett  

