
VILLAGE OF BLACK EARTH - VILLAGE BOARD MEETING
Black Earth Municipal Building, 1210 Mills St.

Tuesday, February 4th, 2020,

6:30 p.m.

VILLAGE BOARD MEETING MINUTES
1. Call Village Board meeting to Order/Roll Call. Village Board Meeting called to order by President Esser at 6:30 pm. Upon roll call present: Matt Kahl, James Coyle, Ted Pritchett, Tom Parrell, and Troy Esser. Josh Wahl is absent, Also present Administrator Benish, Public Works Director Schultz, Nick from Town and Country Engineering, Shawn from Vanguard Electric, Lt. Pierce from Dane County Sheriff’s Dept. and Library Director Shaffer. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Recited
3. Proof of Posting: A copy of the notice was delivered to the following on 01/31/2020 faxed to the Star News; posted at the Black Earth Municipal Building and Black Earth Post Office, posted on the Black Earth Web Page (www.blackearthwisconsin.com) and faxed for posting to the State Bank of Cross Plains – Black Earth Branch – Duly Noticed
4. Public Comments. (No longer than 3 minutes) Dennis Wood of 1808 East St. and representing the American Legion Post 313.  Reminded Village Board of a handshake agreement between the Legion and the Village years ago for a trade in land that the tennis court is now on, they were promised another parcel of property or money in exchange. Dennis was accompanied by Richard Handle of 1604 Madison Street, John Heights, and Gary Olsen. Esser asked if Dennis knew of any documentation that existed regarding this matter. Dennis stated that it was discussed at a committee meeting, and those minutes were all that was found.
5. Discussion/Action on Police Activity  - Lieutenant Pierce Presented
a. Monthly Stats – reviewed and compared citations written in Westport (11) to those written in Black Earth (19). Drive offs at Kwik Trip were also discussed. 
b. Activities CWAC February 13th – Bill from County for the Marshall’s work. 
c. Other - None
6. Discussion/Action on re-establishing Police Committee. Parrell discussed the pros/cons – liaison responsible, Esser stated that he prefers to have a committee but would need to wait until after the April election. Parrell/Coyle motion to approve re-establishing police committee after the April election. Approved. Committee will consist of 2 Board Members and 1 Citizen.
7. Discussion/Action on Community Park project. – The scoreboard is in, switched out the name, Fields will be ready for use on April 2nd, May, for the concession stand. Bathrooms will not be ready for April. Add to Parks Meeting Agenda - Porta-Potties until bathrooms are ready need to be discussed.
8. Discussion/Action on Park Reservation Fee changes. Fee changes recommended by the Parks Committee is the $50.00 deposit will remain the same for all rental areas. The rental price of both large shelters is $50.00. Once the new concession stand & shelter have been completed, the rent on that will be $35 for the shelter only and an additional $75.00 for the Kitchen & Shelter.
9. Discussion/Action on open Trustee position. Parrell wants to leave trustee seat vacated by Esser upon appointment to Village President open until the election, Pritchett, and Kahl support this action. Pritchett/Coyle motioned to wait until after the election – Approved 
10. Discussion/action on Committee Reports:
a. Vanguard Commission (Esser): Next Meeting – 2/18/20 at 6:30 pm: Shawn presented, he went through the outage report.
b. Black Earth Fire District (Coyle) Next Meeting – 3/5/20 at 6:30 pm: Pritchett attended the meeting. Bills, officers, the new chief, $55k FEMA received, and the audit in January was discussed. 
c. Dane-Iowa Wastewater Commission (Coyle) Next Meeting -2/20/20 at 6:30 pm: Coyle attended, the meeting covered bills, no violations, and true-up numbers $79,682.00
d. EMS Committee Report (Pritchett) Next Meeting - 3/12/20 at 6:30 pm: The meeting included financials, 332 calls in 2019, the new ambulance is in, and a discussion is needed for future staffing.  
e. Library Committee Report (Coyle) Next Meeting - 2/18/20 7:00 pm: Coyle stated that they covered Treasurers’ report, and bills. Door Count was 2280 people, and Child Development Fair.
i. Library Director Report- Carolyn Shaffer. Two events coming up are Healing through Story telling and Best of Peter. The Annual Report coming due 2-18-2020 and Carolyn plans on having it done.
1. Discussion/Action on Library Board Budget for 2020. The Library Board did NOT approve the amended budget by Village Board due to the numbers being questionable. Carolyn has been working with Shellie. Carolyn recapped the history of the Compensation/Benefits conversation and cited Chapter 43 of the Wisconsin statute. James and Carolyn will report back when the situation is resolved. 
2. Community Survey results: 136 responses. Borrowing materials ranked #1 on service importance. Staff and Collection of materials ranked high as well. Facility and tech were not importantly rated. 
f. Public Works Committee Report (Parrell) Next Meeting -2/17/20 at 6:00 pm: light poles hit, INI, school parking stalls, and baseball field preparations. 
i. Public Works Director Report- Brian Schultz: Brian discussed plowing, pumping out Stephanie Ct for repair. Faded signs will be replaced. CPR/first aid training coordinating with Vanguard, generators needed, and email issues/TDS called. Shawn reported on Community Park information. Old stand gutted, Vanguard to fix up lights, old holes needing to be filled where the toilets were, and requires a paint job. 
g. Plan Commission Report (Parrell) No meeting and none planned at this time.
h. Parks Committee Report (Esser) Next Meeting – 3/26/20 at 6:15 pm: Committee discussed Park rental fees and updates on Community Park.
i. Economic Development Committee Report (Esser) Next Meeting -2/20/20 at 6:00 pm: Meeting subjects covered were Chamber Activity, Letter, welcome packets, and changes to Field Days. Comprehensive Plan – Homework before lawyer. 
i. Gateway request to the Village for a seat on the committee: Peter Antonie presented: Collaboration piece of the Gateways initiative when started. Quarterly meeting with a March seating desired. Kahl/Esser motion to approve a placement after April elections.  Esser to attend March meeting. Approved. 
j. Emergency Management Committee (Wahl) No meeting, next meeting TBA.
11. Discussion/information/action regarding Village Board minutes of January 7th, 2020. Pritchett/Parrell – motion to approve minutes from January. Approved
12. Discussion/Action Treasurer’s Reports December 2019 -  Pritchett/Parrell motioned to approve Treasurer’s report as presented by Admin. Benish.  Motion approved.
13. Discussion/action on Invoices to be paid.  – Parrell/Esser motioned to approve all Invoices to be paid except for Heritage until checked. Approved.
14. Any Other Business That May Be Brought before the Board on future agendas: None
15. Meeting Announcements: March 3rd at 6:30 pm
16. Adjournment of Village Board Meeting – Parrell/Pritchett motion to adjourn at 7:46 pm. Motion approved.
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gena Levenhagen 
Deputy Clerk









