
\VILLAGE OF BLACK EARTH - VILLAGE BOARD MEETING
Black Earth Municipal Building, 1210 Mills St.

Tuesday, March 3, 2020,

6:30 p.m.

VILLAGE BOARD MINUTES
1. Call Village Board meeting to Order/Roll Call. Village Board Meeting called to order by President Esser at 6:30 pm. Upon roll call present: Matt Kahl, James Coyle, Ted Pritchett, Troy Esser, and Josh Wahl, Tom Parrell absent. Also present Administrator Benish, Public Works Director Schultz, and Nick from Town and Country Engineering, Lt. Pierce from Dane County Sheriff’s Dept. 
2. Pledge of Allegiance - Recited
3. Proof of Posting: A copy of the notice was delivered to the following on 02/28/2020 faxed to the Star News; posted at the Black Earth Municipal Building and Black Earth Post Office, posted on the Black Earth Web Page (www.blackearthwisconsin.com) and faxed for posting to the State Bank of Cross Plains – Black Earth Branch.  Duly posted.
4. Public Comments. (No longer than 3 minutes) None
5. Discussion/Action on Police Activity
a. Monthly Stats, Lt. Pierce presented: Village of Black Earth 165, Middleton 135, and Mazo 94.
b. Activities: CWAC March 12, with Chris Kauer Dane County Deputy and Dive Team Member. Landlord Resource meeting May 27. An arrest has been made in the homicide case in Mt. Horeb. The stalking case still ongoing.
c. Other: none
6. Discussion/Action on Community Park project. Nick presented: Fence is now up for April’s game, work on the Electrical and roof of the concession stand continuing. Meeting at the end of the month.
7. Discussion/Action on License request from Home Talent:
a. Temporary Class B Liquor: Pritchett/Coyle motion to approve temporary license with wived fees. Approved. 
b. Operator’s License for Larry Kahl: Coyle/Esser motion to approve the license.  Approved.  Fee waiver to be checked on and brought back to board.
8. Discussion/Action on Solar service for Black Earth. – David Stanfield, Town of Vermont resident, is interested in the Village of Black Earth to look into the grid at the substation for solar. David is asking the Village to look for cost-saving measures. According to David, there should be no cost to the Village (payback in 25 years). There is a cost to hook up the facility to the grid. After 25 years, solar panels will breakdown, and we could negotiate ownership. James stated that Dane-Iowa is looking as well. The investors say yes, but the return is not great. Brian Hood from Alliant Energy stated that Solar is changing the way Alliant does business. VOBE has a full contract with Alliant, and this contact has limits. We could sign a different contract without percentage, but we cannot have another purchase power agreement. The additional costs are significant; we need to make sure ALL cost are done prior. There is a full requirements contract to abide by. David pulled only part of the agreement, not the entire one. Size is small compared to 5mw we use now. The battery system is only good for a while and still pulls from the grid. A third party can own it. The Town of Vermont could own and sell to Alliant. PURPA Rules. Alliant could help the Village look into this. Alliant is already using solar and renewables. David wants to see a request for information to go out.
9. Discussion/action on Committee Reports:
a. Vanguard Commission (Esser): Next Meeting 3/17 at 6:30 pm – Shop cleaned, LED, CPR training, joint trenching contract, financial review.
b. Black Earth Fire District (Coyle) Next Meeting 3/5 at 6:30 pm - None
c. Dane-Iowa Wastewater Commission (Coyle) Next Meeting 3/19 at 6:30 pm – Bills, relief valves are being replaced, no violations, and mag meter discussion.
d. EMS Committee Report (Pritchett) Next Meeting 3/12 at 6:30 pm - None
e. Library Committee Report (Coyle) Next Meeting 3/17 at 7:00 pm – Bills, Job descriptions, and annual report.
i. Library Director Report- Carolyn Shaffer - Not present.
f. Public Works Committee Report (Parrell) Next Meeting 3/16 at 6:00 pm – School collaboration discussion on Community Park, I-N-I, and Welcome sign and maintenance.
i. Public Works Director Report- Brian Schultz presented:  Fire exiting checked (park concession stand needs one), working with Shawn and Shellie to procure generators. Meter exchanges – 20 in February. Walking Creek, SOP’s, Reviews. Catch basins have been cleared. Fire hydrants have been dugout: street signs, cross connection survey. The shop has been cleaned. Flagging training to be in Waunakee.
g. Plan Commission Report (Parrell) None Planned

h. Parks Committee Report (Esser) Next Meeting 3/26 at 6:15 pm -None
i. Economic Development Committee Report (Esser) Next Meeting 3/12 at 6:15 pm – Chamber management, Comp plan discussion, and chamber events.
j. Emergency Management Committee (Wahl) Next Meeting 3/30 at 6:15 pm – None

10. Discussion/information/action regarding Village Board minutes of February 4, 2020. Pritchett/Esser motion to approve minutes of February. Approved
11. Discussion/Action Treasurer’s Reports January 2020 Shellie reviewed. Pritchett/Wahl motion to approve the treasurer’s report. Approved.

12. Discussion/action on Invoices to be paid.  Pritchett/Esser motion to approve invoices. Approved.
13. Any Other Business That May Be Brought before the Board on future agendas: Personnel Monday 9th, 6:15 pm; Board of Review Friday, April 3 from 6-8 pm; 
14. Meeting Announcements: April 9, 6:30 pm
15. Adjournment of Village Board Meeting 7:37 pm Pritchett/Coyle motion to adjourn. 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Gena Levenhagen 
Deputy Clerk


Village Board Members:  Troy Esser, James Coyle, Tom Parrell, Ted Pritchett, Josh Wahl, and Matt Kahl.  Open vacancy

