



VILLAGE OF BLACK EARTH – VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 
Black Earth Municipal Building, 1210 Mills St.

Tuesday, Sept. 1, 2020

6:30 p.m.

VILLAGE BOARD MINUTES 
1. Call Meeting to Order/Roll Call Village President Esser called the Village Board Meeting to order at 6:30 pm. Upon roll call present: Coyle, Wahl, Scott. Also Present: ACT Benish, DC Franco. Quorum present.  Absent: Hodson.
2. Pledge of Allegiance Recited.
3. Proof of Posting: A copy of the notice was delivered to the following on 8/28/2020 faxed to the Star News; posted at the Black Earth Municipal Building and Black Earth Post Office, posted on the Black Earth Web Page (www.blackearthwisconsin.com) and faxed for posting to the State Bank of Cross Plains – Black Earth Branch. Duly noticed
4. Discussion/Action on Trouts Unlimited presentation on Black Earth Creek. Wahl introduced Trouts Unlimited (TU), gave history of creek and flood.  Wahl reported previous conversations with DNR and Village Public Works Department.  Representatives of TU presented information through conferencing telephone. Explained organization and connection with DNR.  Discussed goals of healthy streams/creeks. Clarification of Creek area of concern. Wahl asked how TU gets involved with creek work/ how an area is chosen. TU rep stated by member or DNR suggestion; must have public access point. No current projects in BE area at this time. 
Mr. Tony Danz at 1900 Danz Dr. stated concerns regarding Creek. Stated water level too high due to damming from reconstruction of bridge, debris swept in from flood, caused narrowing of Creek. Stated Creek floods property when it rains. 
Ms. Kim Ferrie at 3005 Handel St. presented map of creek to Wahl showing DNR and private ownership of land surrounding Creek. States Creek issue must be presented to DNR as an issue of access, not just restoration. Anglers are affected. 
5. Discussion/Action on UniverCity presentation. Gavin Luter, rep. from UniverCity presented through conferencing telephone. Faculty and students from UW-Madison collaborate to help local governments solve problems. 3-year program. No state funding. Financial contribution requested from local government to cover costs. Esser instructs committee members to evaluate projects, create list of ideas to bring to next board meeting. 
6. Discussion/Action on Community Park. Nick Bubolz from Town & Country Engineering presented through conferencing telephone. Updates only, no action taken. Not ready to open ball fields. Few more outstanding items. Fencing and field material still have issues. Scott addressed expectation of top-quality field. Wahl requested specifics on types of material used for grading field. Nick will contact company to get answers. 
7. Discussion/Action on 2020 Street and Utility Improvements-Cleary Avenue and Maple Street. Update only, no action taken. Nick Bubolz of Town & Country Engineering stated construction will begin end of September. Will be complete by Oct 31. Nick will prepare notices and send to affected residents. 
8. Consideration/motion to enter into closed session pursuant to Wis. Stats. 19.85(1) (c) Considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility. (Village Board vacancy seat interview and Public Works Director position) and; (e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session.  (ATT Lease). (Roll call vote) Coyle/Wahl. 7:29pm. Roll Taken. 
9. Consideration/motion to arise from closed session Esser/Wahl 8:13pm.
10. Consideration/motion on action from closed session. Esser/Wahl as discussed in closed session.
11. Discussion/action on Committee Reports:
a. Vanguard Commission (Esser): None. Superintendent review Thursday 9/3. Next meeting 9/15 6:30pm Mazomanie.  
b. Black Earth Fire District (Scott): Financial review. Next meeting 9/3. 
c. Dane-Iowa Wastewater Commission (Esser) 8/20 last met. Discussed equipment replacement, ditch drives, $100k cost. Dave Cooper retiring. Looking for member of public to replace position.  9/17 next meeting. 
d. Economic Development Committee Report (Esser) Last meeting 8/26. Social media presentation. Considering Facebook page for Village, would like to have board discuss as agenda item. 
e. Emergency Management Committee (Hodson): Wahl spoke in absence of Hodson. Communications systems/plans, ESFs, response checklist. Next meeting 9/21 at 6:00pm. 
f. EMS Committee Report (Coyle): No meeting. 
g. Library Committee Report (Scott) met last 8/18. Section 125 information listed in Village handbook. Linda contacted State. Library is evaluating adoption of Village handbook. COLA vs Performance raises. Subcommittee on expansion planning, Ripple Project, Finance and Communication Subcommittee (LFCS) to prevent communication issues with Village Board and Library Board. Esser questioned Black Earth Library logo change on Facebook page: did Library Board approve change? Scott not aware of changes made, will contact Linda. Next meeting 9/15 & 7:00pm. 
i. Library Director Report- Carolyn Shaffer (Not present - on vacation)
h. Public Works Committee Report (Hodson) Coyle spoke in Hodson’s absence. Last meeting 8/24. Park list, PW Dir. Position, Pre-con meeting, land lease, lift station permit renewal (DNR), equipment trade-in discussion, water leak fixed, curb painting, sign replacement.  Next Meeting tentatively 9/21 at 6:00pm. 
i. Ash/Elm tree update Identified 6 trees in Veterans Park, 2 on Main, 15 near water tower area. Will get quote now that trees identified.
i. Parks Committee Report (Wahl) Last met 8/19. Trees, punch list. Public works – fence, fascia projects. 
i. Discussion/Action on Park Committee member number change. Coyle/Esser to table. Approved.
j. Police Committee Report (Coyle) Last meeting 8/25. ATV ordinance, speed boards, activities. Next meeting 9/30 @ 6:00pm.
12. Discussion/information/action regarding: Village Board minutes of August 4, 2020. Coyle/Esser - Approved
13. Discussion/Action Treasurer’s Reports July, 2020 Esser/Wahl. Approved. 
14. Discussion/Action on Routes to Recovery Grant expenses. Esser/Coyle. Approved.
15. Discussion/action on Invoices to be paid. Coyle/Esser. Approved. 
16. Any Other Business That May Be Brought before the Board on future agendas: Alternate side parking ordinance, ATV ordinance, Loewi Lease. 
17. Meeting Announcements: Village Board Meeting Tuesday, October 6th, 6:00pm.
18. Adjournment of Village Board Meeting Esser/Coyle to adjourn. Motion approved at 9:24pm.

Respectfully Submitted,


Dani Franco


Deputy Clerk

